
MARBLE CANYON PROGRAM DETAILS 

 

Marble Canyon Hiking Adventure 

 

Dates: November 5 - 11, 2017 (6 nights) 

Cost: $1000 Double Occupancy; Add $200 for Single Occupancy 

Program costs includes: 

 All Lodging for 6 nights 

 All meals 

 All transportation once to program site 

 Local instructional staff from Northern Arizona University to lead hikes and 

conduct evening programs.  

Highlights 

• Hike to the Colorado River via sinuous Cathedral Wash canyon as we explore slot canyons 

• Explore the Chocolate Cliffs, revealing outcrops of rare petrified wood and ancient rock art. 

• Naturalists share knowledge of the canyon and interpret its geologic, natural and human histories. 

*Go off the beaten path as we rarely see other visitors and are often not on established trails. 

 

ITINERARY 

 

Day One: - Hotel Check-in;  Program Orientation 

 

 

   

Afternoon: Arrive and check in to Marble Canyon Lodge after 3:00 PM. Program registration and 

orientation in hotel meeting room from 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM. 

 

Dinner: Marble Canyon Lodge serves a selection of plated American classic meals including lime 

chicken, pot roast and select pasta dishes plus soup and salad bar. Water, ice tea, and coffee are 

included. Alcoholic beverages available at the restaurant bar.   

 

 

Evening:  Spend the rest of the night settling in. 

 

Lodging: Marble Canyon Lodge 

Meals Included: Dinner  

 

Day Two: - Chocolate Cliffs Hike   

Breakfast: Enjoy a hearty breakfast at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant. Hot and cold buffet items 

including eggs, potatoes, meat, pancakes, oatmeal, fruit, yogurt, coffee, tea, and juice will be offered.   

 

Morning: After breakfast, depart for the Chocolate Cliffs Hike. Hike up the base of the Chocolate 

Cliffs utilizing abandoned road beds and rocky routes to discover 1000 year old petroglyphs, ancient 

petrified logs and jaw dropping views of the Vermilion and Echo Cliffs. The majority of this hike will 

be off trail with potential new discoveries and scenic vistas around every corner. This is a true "off the 

beaten path" adventure and a favorite of local guides.   

 

Lunch: Sack lunches along the trail. 

 

Afternoon: Continue our hike through incredible scenery.   

 

Dinner: Plated dinner at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant.   



 

Evening: Learn about the challenges and successes of the California Condor reintroduction project, 

presented by a biologist from the Peregrine Fund - the lead organization for the reintroduction effort. 

The California Condor reintroduction release site (and holding pens) are located just down the road 

from Marble Canyon Lodge atop the Vermilion Cliffs and is at the center of this multi-agency recovery 

effort.   

 

Lodging: Marble Canyon Lodge 

 

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

  

Day Three - Cathedral Butte and Cathedral Wash Hike  

Breakfast: Breakfast at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant.  

 

Morning: After breakfast depart for the Cathedral Butte and Cathedral Wash hike. The Cathedral 

Wash hike to the Colorado River begins from the Lee's Ferry Road and winds along the floor of the 

canyon as the walls rise higher and higher. Some step downs, rock maneuvering and gravel will be 

encountered. The reward is a close encounter with the Colorado River and a hidden, private "beach".   

 

Lunch: Sack lunches along the trail. 

 

Afternoon: Continue your hiking exploration.   

 

Dinner: Plated dinner at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant.   

 

Evening: Evening at your leisure.   

 

Lodging: Marble Canyon Lodge 

 

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

 

Day Four: - Waterholes Canyon Hike  

Breakfast: Breakfast at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant. 

 

Morning: Depart for Waterholes Canyon. A true slot canyon hiking experience. The terrain on the 

first part of the hike and the approach to Waterholes Canyon will be over rolling sand hills with long 

sweeping views of the Paria Plateau, distant southern Utah mesas and beyond. The group will descend 

into Waterholes Wash proper and continue downstream. The canyon walls will begin to rise as the 

canyon floor narrows until you are immersed in a world of twisting, swirling rock formations.   

 

Lunch: Sack lunches along the trail. 

 

Afternoon: Continue your hiking exploration.   

 

Dinner: Plated dinner at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant.   

 

Evening: Enjoy an evening presentation by your group leader on a regional topic. 

 

Lodging: Marble Canyon Lodge 

 

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

  

Day Five - Boat ride on the Colorado River/ Glen Canyon hike  



Breakfast: Breakfast at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant. 

 

Morning: FALL CANYON HIKE - from Lee's Ferry shuttle by boat upstream on the Colorado River. 

Fall Canyon is located on the south side of the river at the base of the Echo Cliffs. This 4 + mile 

secluded (and exclusive) canyon hike will take you to spectacular red rock amphitheater formations. 

This hike should be considered among one of the many highlights of the week!   

Lunch: Sack lunches along the trail. 

 

Afternoon: Continue your hiking exploration.   

 

Dinner: Plated dinner at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant.   

 

Evening: Enjoy a select evening program on a regional subject. Topics may include Lee's Ferry, 

Mormon or Southwest history, Canyon Country geology or musical entertainment.   

 

Lodging: Marble Canyon Lodge 

 

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

 

Day Six - Instructor's Choice Hike  

Breakfast: Breakfast at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant. 

 

Morning: Today is an "Instructor's Choice" hiking day. The Group 

Leader will gauge the interest and abilities of the group and choose a 

suitable hiking destination for the day. Possible destinations include 

The Sand Crack, Lee's Backbone, Paria Canyon or Spencer Trail to 

name a few locations. Each and every one of the listed destination 

hikes is a classic red rock adventure with rewarding views and 

memories to last a life time!  

  

Lunch: Sack lunches along the trail. 

 

Afternoon: Continue your hiking exploration.   

 

Dinner: Plated dinner at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant.   

 

Evening: Program wrap up in the Marble canyon Lodge. Share some 

laughs and highlights as we reflect upon the weeks accomplishments 

with your new friends.   

 

Lodging: Marble Canyon Lodge 

 

Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

 

Day Seven: - Departure Day 

 

Breakfast: Breakfast at the Marble Canyon Lodge restaurant. 

 

Morning: Departures after breakfast.  

 

Meals Included: Breakfast  


