
 SaddleBrooke Hiking Club: March-April Hikes 

Revised 02-27-19 (hikes in red added since newsletter publication)
 

Friday, March 01, 2019 Big Rock Dome Loop. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [103, 8:00 AM, $0]. Many SaddleBrooke 

residents have a view from their homes of "Dome Rock" -- the large dome to the east that is bald in the middle with 

patchy vegetation on both sides -- located about a third of the way up Charouleau Peak. Many have mused that it would be 

great to have a picnic on top of this prominent landmark. Do this hike and you can make the claim. The hike leaves from 

the horse farm at the end of Arroyo Way near Unit 21. We cross Canada del Oro Wash, and then follow a newly 

developed trail east up a ridge toward our destination.  We will pass through interesting granite formations, with many 

saguaros and ocotillo forests.  One of the highlights along the way is "Double Beauty", a rare double crested saguaro 

registered with the Crested Saguaro Society.  On top of the dome there are great 360 degree views of Saddlebrooke and 

Catalina.  We will complete the loop on a short trail that leads to Charouleau Gap Road and then back to the wash.   Hike 

4.0 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 675 feet; accumulated gain 800 feet; RTD 0 miles. [Michael 

Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Friday, March 01, 2019 Friday, March 01, 2019. Banff Film Festival. Carpool expense: $3. Aaron will once again be 

guiding this annual trip to this series of outdoor adventure films being shown at the Fox Theater in Tucson. He is 

purchasing tickets for the group and this performance will sell out, so contact Aaron to get your tickets in advance. This 

film series includes award winning cinematographic short films on topics that include hiking, bicycling, skiing, rock 

climbing, kayaking, and other outdoor adventure activities taking place around the globe. Doors open at 6 p.m., and the 

show will run from 7 PM until a little after 10 PM. Plan on returning to Saddlebrooke around 11 p.m. For those that want 

to carpool, meet at Mountain View at 5:15 PM. [Guide: Aaron Schoenberg 825-2060; e-mail: askus3@centurylink.net ]. 

 

Saturday, March 02, 2019 M.O.V.E. Across Two Ranges.  Rating: A.  Pace: Moderate.  [6:00 AM. $4].  8th annual 

challenge sponsored by Marana Parks and Recreation Dept.  This is the 21.5 mile "Massive Hike".  The Tortolita route is 

Wild Burro, Lower Javelina, Alamo Springs, and Ridgeline, while the Catalina route is Sandy Bridal, Canyon Loop, and 

Sutherland wash.  For the $35 registration fee you get an event t-shirt, free food and craft beer at the after party with tunes 

by DJ Scala.  Must register at http://www.move2ranges.com/.  There are also 6, 10, and 15 mile challenges.  Hike 21.5 

miles.  [Michael Hovan,  michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Sunday, March 03, 2019 Honey Bee Canyon North. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [222, 10:00 AM, $2]. The hike takes 

place in Honey Bee Canyon at Rancho Vistoso. We'll see Hohokam petroglyphs, grinding holes and end for snacks/lunch 

at a one of two broken dams. For those exploring Honey Bee for the first time, this is a real eye opener. Hike 3.2 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 200 feet; accumulated gain 178 feet; RTD 26 miles. [Guide Phil 

McNamee email  mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, March 04, 2019 Wildflower Hike. Rating: D☺. Pace: Moderate [489, 8:30 AM, $2+$2]. The destination 

will be Catalina State Park. Hike: less than 5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 657 feet; 

accumulated gain ? feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com, or Tim Butler, 

tucsontimmer@gmail.com. ] 

 

Monday, March 04, 2019 Deer Camp Middle Tank Loop. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [166, 08:00 AM, $2]. The 

hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area. We hike east up and out of Sutherland Wash, through beautiful rock formations 

with many saguaros. We will go south on the Middle Tank trail to faint trail up a wash where we will proceed 1 mile to a 

camp at the base of Samaniego Peak. This segment may require some route finding so be prepared with long pants and 

long sleeve shirt. The return from Deer Camp is by the normal Deer Camp Trail. Hike 6.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 

feet; net elevation change 880 feet; accumulated gain 1223 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona 

State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease 

and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation 

permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Frank Earnest  Email: 

fearnestiv@gmail.com.] 

 

Tuesday, March 05, 2019 Sutherland Petroglyph short version. Rating: D!. Pace: Slow [431, 08:00 AM, $2].  The 

Sutherland Wash Rock Art District is a special place right in our backyards that is on the National Historic Register. 

Hohokam petroglyphs dating from 900 AD to 1300 AD number in the thousands on the western slope of the Santa 

Catalina Mountains. Along our hike we will see beautiful saguaros, seasonal wildflowers, and vistas of Pusch Ridge. This 
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is an in &amp; out hike with many petroglyph panels clustered at a single site. The hike involves a few short, steep, rocky 

sections of trail and uneven footing at times. This hike is for hikers that have successfully completed several D level 

hikes. Bring a lunch or snack to enjoy while we rest in the shade at one of the petroglyph locations. This hike is on or 

crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a 

permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a 

recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department.  Hike 3.9 miles; trailhead elevation 

3240 feet; net elevation change: 400 ft.  RTD 12 miles (dirt).  [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, March 05, 2019 Arizona Trail: Molino Basin - La Milagrosa Ridge Trail. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate-Plus 

2.5/2.7 [62, 8:00 AM, $7]. Point to point hike: dependent upon adequate drivers. The hike begins at Molino Basin 

Campground on the Catalina Hwy and involves traversing a portion of AZT Passage 10. We hike south on the Arizona 

Trail, traversing 600 feet up the Molino Ridge (high point el. 4800 feet). It is mostly down hill as we reach the junction 

for the Milagrosa Ridge Trail, and continue along an up-and-down ridge to the vehicles at Horsehead Road (near Soldier 

Trail Road). There are great views along the way of the valley and sheer rock walls of Milagrosa and Agua Caliente 

Canyons. The trail is mostly good with a few rocky areas. Car Spot: Car(s) will need to be left at Horsehead Road (el. 

2700 feet) and driven back to Molino Basin, 7 miles away. Hike 7.8 miles; trailhead elevation 4300 feet; net elevation 

change minus 1600 feet; accumulated gain 900>1000 feet; elevation loss 2500 feet; RTD 88 miles. [Rob Simms 

Spartan7375@gmail.com ] 

 

Wednesday, March 06, 2019 Madera Canyon Nature Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [253, 07:00 AM, $10]. This 

non-desert hike is in the Santa Rita Mountains. It starts from the Procter parking area and ascends 3.5 miles up the canyon 

to the Roundup Picnic Area (el. 5400 feet). Along the way, hikers enjoy the shade of Apache pines, Douglas firs, Emory 

oaks, Mexican blue oaks, willows, cottonwoods, and sycamores. The return is by the same route. There are panoramic 

views from a ridge on a trail breakout. Hike 6.8 miles; trailhead elevation 4500 feet; net elevation change 956 feet; 

accumulated gain 1004 feet; RTD 130 miles. [Guide: Michael Reale; 825-8286 or mjreale@msn.com.] 

 

Wednesday, March 06, 2019 Sweetwater Preserve. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate NEW 8:00 AM, $5]. The trailhead is 

at the end of Tortolita Road, one mile off El Camino del Cerro. The 703-acre preserve is in the Tucson Mountains (this is 

not the Sweetwater Trail which leads to Wasson Peak.) There is a system of trails within the park made in 2008 by a crew 

of Pima County trail builders. It consists of 12 distinct loops and paths that interconnect so they can be linked together. 

Each trail is 0.5 to 1.5 miles in length, for 10.4 miles total. A map of the area may be found on the website 

(www.sdmb.org/trail-Sweetwater.html). Hike 4.1miles; trailhead elevation 2800 feet; net elevation change 320 feet; 

accumulated gain 310 feet; RTD 60 miles. [Guide: Walt Shields, 404-8998, waltshields@mac.com ] 

 

Wednesday, March 06, 2019 Wasson Peak Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [477, 07:00 AM, $6]. The hike begins at 

the King Canyon Trailhead located across from the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum. We follow the King Canyon Trail, 

Sendero Esperanza Trail, and Hugh Norris Trail up to Wasson Peak, then back down to the Sweetwater Saddle and down 

a mining road to the King Canyon Wash, and then to the trailhead. There are stops for lots of different views and a variety 

of great scenery, and petroglyphs in the wash. Hike may be done in reverse. Hike 9.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2880 feet; 

net elevation change 1807 feet, accumulated gain 1900 feet; RTD 73 miles. [Guide: Randy Park, rparktucson@gmail.com, 

825-6819.] 

 

Thursday, March 07, 2019 Deer Camp. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [166, 8:00 AM, $2]. The hike begins in parking 

area at the end of Golder Ranch Road. We hike east up and out of Sutherland Wash, through beautiful rock formations 

with many saguaros to a camp at the base of Samaniego Peak. The return is via the same route. Hike 8.5 miles; trailhead 

elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 880 feet; accumulated gain 1069 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). [Guide Phil 

McNamee email  mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, March 07, 2019 American Flag. Rating: C. Pace SLOW [8, 8:00, $3]. The hike begins at the American 

Flag Trailhead on the old Mt. Lemmon Road and covers a section of the Arizona Trail. Hikers take the American 

Flag/Cody Trail to its intersection with the Oracle Ridge Trail, where there are great views to the west of Biosphere II and 

the Tortolitas. On the return, we may swing by the grounds of La Casa del High Jinks, the site where Bill Cody staked his 

gold mine in 1912. Hike 6.7 miles; trailhead elevation 4400 feet; net elevation change 995 feet; accumulated gain 1267 

feet; RTD 41 miles.  [Guide:Karen Gray, 818-0337, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 
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Thursday, March 07, 2019 🐕  Fifty-Year Trail to Middlegate. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [501, 08:00 AM, $1]. 

This is a dog friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a dog. It is a nice hike with great views of rock and 

cactus "gardens". You can even see a crested saguaro from the trail.&nbsp; Park cars at the Corral one-half mile from the 

end of Golders Ranch Rd. Hike  jeep trails and cycle trails to Middlegate. Cross Sutherland Wash and return S via Deer 

Camp Trail. This hike is on State Trust Land.This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land 

Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust 

land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 

through the state land department. Hike 5 miles; accumulated gain ~600 feet; RTD 4 miles (dirt).  [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, 

contact: azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, March 08, 2019 Buster Spring / Buster Mountain Bushwhack. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [127, 7:00 AM, 

$2 + $2]. The hike involves a moderately difficult bushwhack for the adventurous fit hiker. The hike starts at the Alamo 

Canyon Trailhead shortly turning off to the left on a diminishing trail in Catalina State Park. Hikers proceed to Buster 

Spring (el. 4150 feet), which was rebuilt by the U.S. Forest Service in 1994 and is a reliable source of water year round. 

From the spring, hikers will climb to the summit of Buster Mountain (el. 4595 feet). The Buster Mountain summit offers 

magnificent views of upper Alamo Canyon and the tremendous cliffs and outcroppings there and around Table Mountain. 

Hike 6.4 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 1895 feet; accumulated gain 2369 feet; RTD 24 miles.  

[Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Saturday, March 09, 2019 Little Elephant Head & Horseshoe Mine. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [New, 08:00 AM, 

$9]. Little The hike forms a "Y" with two major landmark attractions at the end of each stem of the "Y". First we will go 

over several humps and climb to the Little Elephant Head summit which has awesome views especially to the west. The 

trail is rocky and scrubby. Dress defensively. Hiking poles and gloves are recommended. Then the right fork of the hike 

takes us along an old mine road to the Horseshoe Mine. Entering the mine is optional. Here we will enter a narrow cavity 

that we will have to crawl into to go underground. Waterproof boots and flashlight/headlamp are required for exploration. 

It will be muddy in places but you will be able to stand upright throughout after the initial entry. Hike 4.0 miles; trailhead 

elevation 4570 feet; net elevation change 569 feet; accumulated gain 1000 feet; RTD 142 miles (5 miles of dirt road).  

[Guide: Aaron Schoenberg, cell phone # (845) 987-4893 or e-mail: askus3@centurylink.net .] 

 

Sunday, March 10, 2019 Tortolita Mountains: Alamo Springs / Wild Mustang Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate 

[454, 08:00 AM, $4]. This hike travels the outer rim of the area. From the Ritz Calton hiker parking lot, proceed through 

the Wild Burro Wash, to Lower Javalina Trail to the Alamo Springs Trail. After ascending the first part, we take a short 

side trail to a high point overlooking the area to the west. We then continue on the Alamo Springs Trail to our lunch spot 

in Wild Burro Canyon. We then proceed on a short connector trail to the Wild Mustang Trail until we connect with the 

Upper Javelina Trail and return to the trailhead via the Wild Burro Wash. The hike offers remote hiking with great views 

of the Tortolita Mountains and passes several crested saguaros. Hike 10 miles; trailhead elevation 3000 feet; net elevation 

change 1300 feet; accumulated gain 2170 feet; RTD 44 miles. [Guide: Frank Earnest Email: fearnestiv@gmail.com.] 

 

Monday, March 11, 2019  🐕 Cordones. Rating: D. Pace: slow [8:00 AM, $0].  This is a dog friendly hike.  All hikers 

are welcome with or without a dog.  We meet at the intersection of Whispering Tree Ln and S Border Dr.  The hike is in 

the desert area (state trust land parcel 10S-14E-22) between the northwest border of Saddlebrook unit 8A, and the 

ridgeline in the Cordones, along which Catalina Hills Blvd follows to the Preserve.  It is a smooth, level trail that offers a 

good introduction to desert hiking.  We pass a water trough for livestock leasing this parcel of state trust land, and cross 

over a wash with an old abandoned truck.  There are nice views to the east of Saddlebrook and the Catalinas.  Hike 3.2 

miles; trailhead elevation 3300? Feet; accumulated gain 328 feet.  RTD 0 miles. [Michael Hovan, 

michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, March 11, 2019 Baby Jesus/ Sutherland Trail Key Exchange. . Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [494, 8:00 AM, 

$2 + $2]. The hike links two very beautiful and popular trails with a one way key exchange. One group will start at the 

Fifty Year Trail parking area and follow the Baby Jesus Trail to the Madonna and Child rock formation. The other group 

will begin at Catalina State Park and follow the Sutherland Trail past Cargodero Canyon to meet the other group at the 

rock formation where the exchange will take place. Hike 7.9 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet (Catalina State Park), 

3400 feet (50 Year Car Park); net elevation change 1123 feet; accumulated gain 1541 feet; RTD 24 miles. This hike is on 

or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring 
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a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires 

a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guides: Tim Butler and Walt 

Shields, 404-8998, waltshields@mac.com] 

 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 Arizona Trail: Rincon Valley (Passage 8B). Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [69, 07:00 AM, 

$10]. From Pistol Hill Road, the Arizona Trail traverses the east side of Colossal Cave to Gabe Zimmerman trailhead. 

This section is very scenic, passing through limestone outcroppings, lush vegetation, uplifted fossilized coral, and 

magnificent mountain views ending with railroad bridges over Cienega Creek. Trains are often seen here. This will be a 

key exchange hike unless a driver is available to drop off hikers at Pistol Hill Road and meet them at Gabe Zimmerman 

trailhead. Hike 9 miles; trailhead elevation 3380 feet at Pistol Hill Road (3500 feet at Gabe Zimmerman trailhead); net 

elevation change 300 feet; accumulated gain 800 feet; RTD 130 miles. [Guide: Randy Park, rparktucson@gmail.com, 

825-6819.] 

 

Wednesday, March 13-15, 2019: 3 day Backpacking Trip (revised location) 

Phil McNamee’s three-day backpacking trip on March 13th to 15th will be up to Mount Lemon with a two day camp at 

Romano Springs, instead of to the Canyon. Day hike to Mt Lemon on the 14th. If interested contact Phil McNamee 

mcnameephil@gmail.com. 

 

REVISED: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 This will be a three-day two night backpacking trip of the Canyon. We will 

make camp after about four hours of hiking from the west entrance on the first day and on the second day we will day 

hike to the east end and back to camp. On the third day we will hike out back to the west trailhead. As a permit is required 

you must sign up by February 15th. Permit fee is $16 per person. Contact Phil McNamee at mcnameephil@gmail.com for 

more information or to sign up. 

 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 Brown Mountain. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [124, 8:30 AM, $6]. The Brown Mountain 

Trail is along a ridge in the heart of the Tucson Mountains. It starts at a trailhead on McCain Loop Road, just south of 

Kinney Road east of the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum. Along this "ridge ramble" are excellent views of the 

mountains, valleys, and desert vegetation. The route has many up and downs. Hike 5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 

(trailheads at either end are 2640 and 2880) feet; net elevation change 424 feet; accumulated gain 943 feet; RTD 73 miles. 

Guide: Francois Brault Email: fbrault@shaw.ca 

 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 Wasson Peak via Sendero Esperanza and Hugh Norris Trails. Rating: B. Pace: 

Moderate [480, 08:00 AM, $7]. The hike begins at Sendero Esperanza Trailhead off Golden Gate Road. The route 

follows the Esperanza Trail (1.8 miles) to the Hugh Norris Trail and on to Wasson Peak (2.2 miles). The climb is gradual 

and the Hugh Norris section is primarily a ridge trail with spectacular views. The 360-degree views from Wasson Peak 

include Tucson and Santa Catalinas to the east, Green Valley/Santa Ritas to the south, Sells to the west, and Picacho to the 

north. We will lunch on top of the Peak and return the same way. Hike 8.0 miles; trailhead elevation 2960 feet; net 

elevation change 1624 feet; accumulated gain 1776 feet; RTD 73 miles (dirt). [Guide: Dave Corrigan, 520-820-6110, 

Email: dave@daveandpam.com] 

 

Friday, March 15, 2019 Dripping Springs from the Sutherland Trail. Rating: C.  Pace: Moderate [172, 08:00 AM, 

$2 + $2].  From the main trailhead at the east end of Catalina State Park, the hike follows the Sutherland Trail past the 

wilderness sign, and then turns toward Dripping Springs at a Sutherland Trail sign. There are large rocks placed in a row 

on the right (east) side of the Sutherland Trail. Much of the trail is sandy and there may be several water crossings. After 

entering the wilderness area, the trail is somewhat rocky. An old abandoned mine is visible to the left of the canyon. Keep 

to the left at a trail junction for lower Romero Canyon, which can be visited later. Hike 4.8 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 

feet; net elevation change __ feet; accumulated gain 460 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, 825-5207, 

kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Saturday, March 16, 2019 Sabino Canyon to Catalina State Park #1. Rating: A. Pace: Moderate [376, 7:00 AM, $4 

+ $2]. The hike begins at the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center and follows Sabino Canyon, the West Fork past Hutch’s Pool 

to Romero Pass. From Romero Pass, the hike is mostly downhill, passing Romero Spring and the Romero Pools along the 

way to the main trailhead at Catalina State Park. This is a strenuous but extremely rewarding hike. Hikers should bring a 

flashlight and spare batteries. A vehicle shuttle will be needed. This hike may be done in the reverse direction.  Depending 
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upon the number of participants, the hike may become a key exchange with Randy Park as co-leader. Hike 20 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 3360 feet; accumulated gain 4861 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Michael 

Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 OSP American Avenue. Rating: D. Pace: Slow [306, 09:00AM, $3 + $2]. Oracle State Park 

contains native Sonoran cacti, desert grassland, oak trees, and Manzanita stands, and contains several miles of well 

maintained trails. The hike begins at the trailhead off <br>American Ave. on the western edge of the park and proceeds 

along the relatively smooth Mariposa Trail. At the intersection of the Bellota Trail the group will take the 0.8mile Bellota 

Loop Trail then back to the Mariposa Trail for the return. Along the way are excellent views of the Galiuro Mountains and 

San Pedro Valley to the north and the Santa Catalina Mountains to the south. Hike 3.2 miles; net elevation change 500 

feet; accumulated gain 500 feet; RTD 40 miles. [Guide: Susan Hollis, slhollis@yahoo.com] 

 

Monday, March 18, 2019 Bear Canyon to Sabino Canyon Loop. Rating: A. Pace: Moderate [101, 07:00 AM, $4]. 

The hike begins at the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center parking lot and proceeds up scenic Bear Canyon to Sycamore 

Canyon. At Sycamore Canyon, we turn northwest on the East Fork Trail, and then southwest on the Sabino Canyon Trail 

to its intersection with the Phone Line Trail. The return to the Visitor Center is via the Phone Line Trail. Hike 17.6 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 2100 feet; accumulated gain 4155 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Frank 

Earnest  Email: fearnestiv@gmail.com.] 

 

Monday, March 18, 2019 North Fifty-Year Trail to Hidden Canyon - Short version. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate 

[89, 08:00 AM, $2]. The hike begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area off Golder Ranch Road. We take the 50-Yr. Trail north 

to an unnamed spur trail which connects to the Hidden Canyon Trail. We turn south on the Hidden Canyon Trail and then 

follow the Deer Camp and 50-Yr. Trails back to the cars. There are beautiful saguaros and rock formations, in addition to 

excellent views of SaddleBrooke, Sun City, and the Tortolitas. The hike may be done in reverse. Hike 4.6 miles; trailhead 

elevation 3300 feet; net elevation change 354 feet; accumulated gain 632 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt).  [Guide: Tim Butler, 

825-0193, tucsontimmer@gmail.com.] 

 

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 Superstitions: Dutchman Trail / Bluff Springs Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [402, 

07:00AM, $14]. The hike starts at the Peralta Trailhead off Hwy # 60 in the Superstitions and follows the Dutchman Trail 

through Barkley Basin. From the basin, the trail climbs past Miners Needle (smaller sister of Weavers Needle) to Miners 

Summit, then descends along the Bluff Springs Trail to Bluff Spring (has seasonal water). There are netleaf hackberry and 

oak shade trees along the way. Hikers then continue back to the trailhead with superb views of Weavers Needle. Hike 9.6 

miles; trailhead elevation 2415 feet; net elevation change 895 feet; accumulated gain 1531 feet; RTD 154 miles (dirt). 

[Guide: Dave Corrigan, 520-820-6110, dave@daveandpam.com] 

 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019. Arizona Trail: Work Session. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [87, 7:30 AM, $3 Paid by 

club]. Come and join the fun — it’s enjoyable to work side by side with other hiking club members, as we help maintain 

the “Oracle Passage” section of the Arizona National Scenic Trail. This 8.6 mile section starts at the American Flag TH, 

ambles through washes and across low ridges speckled with high desert plants just east of Oracle State Park, north to 

Highway 77 and onto the Tiger Mine Road to the TH. Generally, the work is light, and involves clipping, brushing, 

raking, pruning, building cairns and developing/clearing erosion control devices. Bring along gloves, hat, water, and 

pruners. Other tools, if needed, will be provided. The work session usually lasts about 3 hours. Hike 3-4 miles. RTD 41 

miles. The club will pay the $3 driver donation. [Guide: Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com, or Ray Peale, 

ray.peale@gmail.com.] 

 

Wednesday, March 20, 2019 SBHC Program @4pm, HOA1 Activity Center and Social Hour @5pm in Agavé 

Lounge. "Norway From a Hiking Perspective": Laurel Parrott, SBHC Program Committee. Introduction by Ellen Citron. 

 

REPLACEMENT FOR:  Phone Line Trail to Sabino Basin- Round Trip 

Thursday, March 21, 2019. Arizona Trail: Gardner Canyon Rd. South (FR-92). Rating B. Pace Moderate plus 2.5-

2.6 [New, 6:30am, $13] The hike begins where the Arizona Trail intersects Gardner Canyon Road and traverses part of 

AZT Passage 4. Hike south on AZ Trail for ~7 miles to Bear Springs on the east side of Mt. Wrightson. You pass through 

extensive oak forest with wonderful high desert vistas to the East and South. The views are stunning, into Mexico to the 

south, to the Huachucas to the southeast, and to Mt. Wrightson to the northwest. The trail passes interpretive signs 
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describing the elaborate hydraulic mining system that existed in the area in the early 1900’s. Lunch near Bear Springs & 

return by same route. There are up to six “rock hopping” water crossings depending on seasonal flow; hiking poles are 

recommended. Directions: Take I-10 to AZ-83. Turn  south on AZ-83 towards Sonoita for 21.5 miles to Gardner Canyon 

Rd/FR-92; approximately 4mi north of Sonoita). Turn right (west) on GC Rd for 5.5 miles to well marked trailhead 

parking. Hike 14 miles; trailhead elevation 5160’; net elevation change 610’; accumulated gain ~1100’. RTD 155 miles 

(gravel 5.5 miles in & out). [Rob Simms Spartan7375@gmail.com] 

 

REPLACED WITH ABOVE HIKE 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 Phone Line Trail to Sabino Basin- Round Trip. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate-plus 2.5/2.7 

[NEW, 7:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins in the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center parking lot. After crossing Sabino Creek 

there is a moderate climb to the Phone Line Trail, which is above and generally parallels the tram road. The trail offers 

outstanding views of the canyon. At the end of phone line trail we'll take Sabino Canyon Trail out to East-West Crossing 

into Sabino Basin for lunch. We'll return on same route. There are three options for the return once we reach Phone Line 

Trail on return : The tram road, the same trail, or back part way on the same to trail to a connecting trail that takes us 

down to the creek and dam and back to the parking lot. There are extended stretches of exposed trail. Hike 14 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 964 feet; ESTIMATED accumulated gain 2250 feet; RTD 56 miles. 

[Guide: Rob Simms Spartan7375@gmail.com ] 

 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 American Flag. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [8, 8:00 AM, $3]. The hike begins at the 

American Flag Trailhead on the old Mt. Lemmon Road and covers a section of the Arizona Trail. Hikers take the 

American Flag/Cody Trail to its intersection with the Oracle Ridge Trail, where there are great views to the west of 

Biosphere II and the Tortolitas. On the return, we may swing by the grounds of La Casa del High Jinks, the site where Bill 

Cody staked his gold mine in 1912. Hike 6.7 miles; trailhead elevation 4400 feet; net elevation change 995 feet; 

accumulated gain 1267 feet; RTD 41 miles.  [Guide Phil McNamee Email  mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, March 21, 2019 Wasson Peak at Sunset and Moonrise. Rating: B!. Pace: Moderate [476, 3:00 PM, $6]. 

The hike takes place on the evening of the full moon, arriving at the summit in time to observe sunset , and to watch the 

city lights turn on in Tucson. Bring a gourmet dinner,  and candles.  The hike down will be by the light of the moon,  and 

supplemented by red beam headlamps if necessary. We will use the Sendero Esperanza Trail which is well maintained, 

smooth, and relatively clear of loose rocks.  Hike 8 miles; trailhead elevation 2880 feet; net elevation change 1807 feet; 

accumulated gain 1900 feet; RTD 73 miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Friday, March 22, 2019 Tortolita Mountains: S. Wild Burro Canyon / Alamo Springs trail (upper). Rating: C. 

Pace: Moderate [460, 8:00 AM, $4]. From the Ritz Carlton hiker parking lot, we hike up Wild Burro Canyon for 2 miles, 

until we reach the ruins of an old stone house. At this point, we continue in the wash for 20-30 yards to reach the Alamo 

Springs Spur trail. We hike on the Alamo Springs Spur trail until we reach Alamo Springs Trail.  From the Alamo Springs 

Trail, we proceed north to the lunch spot at the top of Wild Burro Canyon. Return is via the Wild Burro Canyon Trail 

which is on the west side of Canyon at this point. Following the Wild Burro Canyon trail south, we reach the stone house 

ruins again, and at this point, we hike out the way we came in, via Wild Burro Canyon trail. Hike 7 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2780 feet; net elevation change 900 feet; accumulated gain 1364 feet. RTD is 44 miles. [Guide Norm 

Rechkemmer janorm67@yahoo.com] 

 

Friday, March 22, 2019 Josephine Saddle and Rogers Rock. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [237, 07:00 AM, $10]. The 

hike starts in Madera Canyon (Santa Rita Mountains) and goes up Old Baldy Trail to Josephine Saddle. We then go down 

the Super Trail for about a mile and take a turnoff for Rogers Rock and travel about 0.25 miles to the rock. The top 

provides a wonderful view and is an excellent place to eat lunch. The return is down the Super Trail to the parking lot. 

The hike may be done in reverse. Hike, 6.7 miles; trailhead elevation 5450 feet; net elevation change 1630 feet; 

accumulated gain 1839 feet; RTD 130 miles.  [Guide: Michael Reale; 825-8286 or mjreale@msn.com.] 

 

Friday, March 22, 2019 Wildflower Hike. Rating: D☺. Pace: Moderate [489, 8:30 AM, $2+$2]. The destination will 

be Catalina State Park.  Hike -5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 657 feet; accumulated gain ? 

feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com, or Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com. ] 
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Saturday, March 23, 2019 Sutherland Wash Petroglyphs. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [431, 08:00 AM, $2]. This 

loop hike takes us on a tour of several concentrations of ancient petroglyphs located west of Baby Jesus Ridge near the 

Sutherland Wash.  According to the book “Paradise Found” by Kathy Alexander there are over 1,400 petroglyphs in the 

area.  Along our hike we will see beautiful saguaros, seasonal wildflowers, and beautiful vistas of Pusch Ridge.   The hike 

involves a few short, steep, rocky sections of trail, some rock scrambling, and a short section of mild bushwhacking.  

There are also two crossings of a wash which may involve some easy rock-hopping depending on the season.  Bring a 

lunch or snack to enjoy while we rest in the shade of some giant boulders at one of the petroglyph locations.  This hike is 

on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include 

requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and 

requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. Hike 4.8 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2950 feet; net elevation change 440 feet; accumulated gain 780 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt).  [Guide: Tim Butler, 

825-0193, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Sunday, March 24, 2019  🐕 Middlegate/50 Year Trails Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [501, 10;00 AM, $1].This 

is a dog friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a dog.  This route is a loop combining the Middlegate 

trail, starting at the parking area on FS642, past the coral off Equestrian Trail.  Return is via the 50 Year Trail.  After 

crossing Sutherland wash, the route heads east with beautiful views of the Samaniego ridge.  It then winds back thru a 

canyon with nice granite boulder, mesquite, ocotillo , and a crested saguaro.  Hike 4.4 miles; trailhead elevation 3234; 

accumulated gain 420 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt).  [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, March 25, 2019 Lower Incinerator Ridge. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [48, 07:30 AM, $9]. A new section 

of trail was added to the Incinerator Ridge Trail in the spring of 2012. The new trail is noted for its great vistas. The trail 

heads north/northwest from the San Pedro Vista Pullout, off the Catalina Hwy. The hike will proceed to Mt Bigelow and 

return via the same route, the 1st section of the trail is steep and rocky, but the views make up for it. Starting Elevation: 

7,350 feet. Net Elevation Change 1150 feet. Hiking Length is 6 miles. RTD 123 miles. [Guide: Michael Reale; 825-8286 

or mjreale@msn.com.] 

 

Monday, March 25, 2019 Romero Pools. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [370, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The hike begins in 

Catalina State Park at the easternmost trailhead and follows Romero Canyon Trail into the foothills. The trail crosses open 

desert then climbs steeply until it reaches a saddle and then down into the canyon area where several pools are located. 

There are excellent views of Romero and Montrose Canyons along the way. The well-maintained trail is rocky and rough 

in places, but is not overly difficult for most hikers. An option is a 0.75 miles round-trip, relatively level hike to the upper 

pools. We will have lunch at the lower or upper pools. The return is via the same route. Hike 5.6 miles; trailhead elevation 

2700 feet; net elevation change 980 feet; accumulated gain 1400 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Dave Corrigan, 520-820-

6110, dave@daveandpam.com] 

 

Monday, March 25, 2019 Alamo Canyon. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The hike begins at the 

Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is gradual. 

This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but 

there are no water crossings. Hikers will stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. Hike 

3.3 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: 

Tim Butler, 825-0193, tucsontimmer@gmail.com.] 

 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 Seven Falls (with Tram). Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [388, 7:45 AM, $4 + $tram]. The 

hike begins at the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center with the tram to lower Bear Canyon. From the last tram stop we continue 

up Bear Canyon to Seven Falls and return via the same route back to the Center. The falls, which constitute one of the 

most spectacular natural features in the Tucson area, usually have some water flowing over them but may be dry if there 

has been inadequate rain. Tram fee required. The trail crosses the Bear Canyon wash several times and can involve 

significant boulder hopping/wading after rainy periods. Ask the guide about current conditions. Hike 5.5 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2800 feet; net elevation change 606 feet; accumulated gain 900 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Walt Shields, 404-

8998, waltshields@mac.com] (Note: this hike is contingent on the tram being in operation) 

 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 Arizona Trail: Rincon Valley (Passage 8, Part A).  Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [67, 07:00 

AM, $10]. From a trailhead at the northern end of Camino Loma Alta Road, the Hope Camp Trail takes hikers 2.8 miles 

mailto:tucsontimmer@gmail.com
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to Hope Camp. Remnants of Hope Camp include an old windmill frame and old shack. From Hope Camp continue on the 

Arizona Trail across Rincon Creek past a very large crested barrel cactus. The AZT crosses X9 Ranch Road and ends at 

Pistol Hill Road This will be a key exchange or shuttle hike. Hike 8.3 miles (including 2.8 miles to reach Hope Camp 

TH); trailhead elevation is 3200 feet at Hope Camp TH; net elevation change est 300 feet; accumulated gain est 500 feet; 

RTD 130 miles. [Guide: Randy Park, rparktucson@gmail.com, 825-6819] 

 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019  🐕 Babad Do’ag Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [92, 8:00 AM, $5]. This hike is dog-

friendly. Hikers without canine companions are welcome to participate. The trailhead is along the Catalina Hwy just 

across from the Babad Do’ag overlook. The trail climbs up the southern slope of McDougal Ridge until it reaches an 

altitude of about 4800 feet, generally paralleling Soldier Canyon. Hikers continue past the "End of Trail" sign for about 

0.2 miles to a waterfall that is a good place for lunch. The route is retraced on the return leg. “Babad Do’ag” means Frog 

Mountain in the Tohono O’odham language. Hike 4.2 miles; trailhead elevation 3680 feet; net elevation change 1070 feet; 

accumulated gain 1450 feet; RTD 86 miles. [Guide: Aaron Schoenberg, cell phone (845) 987-4893 or 

askus3@centurylink.net .] 

 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 Fifty-Year Trail to Middlegate. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [501, 8:00 AM, $1]. Park cars 

at the end of Golders Ranch Rd. Hike  50 Year Trail to Middlegate. Hike Middlegate trail to 50 Year Trail and return to 

Parking Lot. This hike is on State Trust Land. Hike 8.5 miles; accumulated gain ~800 feet; RTD 4 miles.  [Guide Phil 

McNamee email  mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 Sutherland Trail to Cargodero Canyon. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW [430, 7:30 AM, $2 + 

$2]. The hike begins at the main trailhead in Catalina State Park and goes on the Sutherland Trail to the Cargodero 

Canyon. From there, the hike continues another mile or so up the jeep road. We will lunch in this area. Hike 8 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 1200 feet; accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide:Karen 

Gray, 818-0337, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 

 

Friday, March 29, 2019 OSP Arizona Trail/Windmill Loop.  Rating C.  Pace: Moderate.  [ 7 am  $3 + $2]  From the 

Arizona Trail parking lot at #77 and Tiger Mine Road, we follow the Arizona Trail 1 mile south to the Windmill Loop.  

The Windmill loop follows a 2-mile scenic ridgeline (with abundant wildflowers & mariposa lilies in the spring) to 

Kannally Wash.  We follow the wash 1 mile west to the Windmill.  From the Windmill we hike the Arizona Trail 2.7 

miles north to the parking lot at #77.  Hike 6.8 miles.  [Elisabeth Wheeler 520-818-1547 or hikerelisabeth@gmail.com.]  

We will go to Oracle State Park for the business meeting and picnic after the hike. 

 

Friday, March 29, 2019 SBHC Spring Picnic at Oracle State Park. Club business meeting begins at 11:30am. 

 

Friday, March 29, 2019 OSP Loop trails near Kannally Ranch House. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [493, 9:00 AM, 

$3 + $2]. Hike begins at the Kannally Ranch House at the Nature Trail.  The trail leads to the Windy Ridge Trail and then 

connects with the Granite Overlook Trail (highest point in the park). The trail descends and meets the Bellota Trail which 

loops back to the Ranch House. Hike 3 miles; trail head elevation 4500 ft., accumulated elevation 400 ft., RTD 40 miles. 

Driver donation $3+$2. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Sunday, March 31, 2019 Big Rock Dome Loop. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [103, 10:00 AM, $0]. Many 

SaddleBrooke residents have a view from their homes of "Dome Rock" -- the large dome to the east that is bald in the 

middle with patchy vegetation on both sides -- located about a third of the way up Charouleau Peak. Many have mused 

that it would be great to have a picnic on top of this prominent landmark. Do this hike and you can make the claim. The 

hike leaves from the horse farm at the end of Arroyo Way near Unit 21. We cross Canada del Oro Wash, and then follow 

a newly developed trail east up a ridge toward our destination.  We will pass through interesting granite formations, with 

many saguaros and ocotillo forests.  One of the highlights along the way is "Double Beauty", a rare double crested 

saguaro registered with the Crested Saguaro Society.  On top of the dome there are great 360 degree views of 

Saddlebrooke and Catalina.  We will complete the loop on a short trail that leads to Charouleau Gap Road and then back 

to the wash.   Hike 4.0 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 675 feet; accumulated gain 800 feet; 

RTD 0 miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 
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Monday, April 01, 2019 Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [428, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The Sutherland is a 

great trail for viewing wildflowers after adequate winter rains. Along the way, there are several beautiful saguaro cacti and 

great rock formations. There are numerous photo opportunities. We will also pass the cutoff to Dripping Springs which 

makes a nice short side trip if the waterfalls are flowing. The hike begins in Catalina State Park and ends at a very scenic, 

flat, rocky area. The return is via same route. Hike 5.4 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 657 feet; 

accumulated gain 818 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Larry Allen 818-1246, allenlw70@gmail.com  ] 

 

Tuesday, April 02, 2019 Bluff Loop Trail Sabino Canyon. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [110, 08:00 AM, $4]. From the 

Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, the hike proceeds along the Bluff Trail overlooking Sabino Creek, and is a favorite during 

the fall due to color changes in the leaves of velvet ash, cottonwood, willow, and Arizona sycamore trees. Bring a camera 

and a minimum of one quart of water. Hike 3.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 200 feet; 

accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 56 miles. [Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Wednesday, April 03, 2019 SBHC BOD Mtg 1st Wed - Even Months. HOA#1 Coyote Room North Reserved 

2:30pm to 4:00om 

 

Wednesday, April 03, 2019 SBHC Guides Mtg 1st Wed - Even Months. HOA#1 Coyote Room North Reserved 

4:00pm to 5:00pm 

 

Thursday, April 04, 2019  🐕  Agua Caliente Tank. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [1, 7:00 AM, $5]. This hike is dog-

friendly and is welcome to hikers with or without canine companions. The hike has beautiful views of Tucson and the 

Tanque Verde Ridge to the south. The trail starts climbing immediately from the Camino Remuda Trailhead. The trail 

continues up and down for approximately two miles to a water hole, Agua Caliente Tank. Here the dogs will frolic while 

we will enjoy a snack break. We will then continue to climb to a trail junction at a saddle. The return is via the same route. 

Hike 5.2 miles; trailhead elevation 2930 feet; net elevation change 850 feet; accumulated gain 1200 feet; RTD 78 miles. 

[Aaron Schoenberg, cell phone# (845) 987-4893, e-mail: askus3@centurylink.net ]. 

 

Thursday, April 04, 2019 Chiricahua Heart of Rocks Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [156, 8:00 AM, $21]. This 

loop trail visits the most spectacular rock formations in Chiricahua National Monument, and includes the scenic Echo 

Canyon Trail. Because of the length of the drive we will leave Saddlebrooke around 1 pm on the 4th stay at a motel (cost 

$55) in old Wilcox and do the hike first thing on Friday morning returning to Saddlebrooke around 5:00pm. Hike 8.4 

miles; trailhead elevation 6780 feet; net elevation change 1082 feet; accumulated gain 2500 feet; RTD 288 miles.  [Guide 

Phil McNamee email  mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, April 05, 2019 [D!]  Pima Canyon to 1st Dam. Pace: Moderate [ $3]. The Pima Canyon Trailhead is at the east 

end of Magee Road. We will hike the first part of Pima Canyon to the first dam and enjoy the beautiful scenery, take 

photos. There are pools of water at the dam most of the year. The trail is rocky at some points and involves some steps-up 

and steps-down but is not difficult. Hike 2.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2960 feet; net elevation change 320 feet; 

accumulated gain 487 feet; RTD 42 miles. [Guide: Francois Brault   fbrault@shaw.ca] 

 

Saturday, April 06, 2019 Agua Caliente Hill. Rating: A. Pace: Moderate [1, 7:00 AM, $6]. The hike has great 

panoramic views of Tucson, and the Rincon and Santa Catalinas. The trail starts climbing immediately from the Camino 

Remuda Trailhead. The trail continues up and down for approximately two miles to a water hole. From here, the trail 

climbs and then drops into a wash. Next is a steep climb to a ridge and a junction with old jeep FS # 4445, about three 

miles from the trailhead. It is another 1.5 miles to the top of Aqua Caliente Hill. The return is via the same route. Hike 8.5 

miles; trailhead elevation 2930 feet; net elevation change 2430 feet; accumulated gain 3045 feet; RTD 75 miles. [Michael 

Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, April 08, 2019 Alamo Canyon. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The hike begins at the 

Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is gradual. 

This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but 

there are no water crossings. Hikers will stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. Hike 

3.3 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: 

Tim Butler, 825-0193, tucsontimmer@gmail.com.] 
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Monday, April 08, 2019 SBHC St. George UT Trip: Monday Travel Day ... Hike Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 

... Friday Travel Day. 

 

Friday, April 12, 2019 Dripping Springs from the Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW [172,7:30MM AM, $2 

+ $2]. From the main trailhead at the east end of Catalina State Park, the hike follows the Sutherland Trail past the 

wilderness sign, and then turns toward Dripping Springs at a Sutherland Trail sign. There are large rocks placed in a row 

on the right (east) side of the Sutherland Trail. Much of the trail is sandy and there may be several water crossings. After 

entering the wilderness area, the trail is somewhat rocky. An old abandoned mine is visible to the left of the canyon. Keep 

to the left at a trail junction for lower Romero Canyon, which can be visited later. Hike 4.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 

feet; net elevation change 475 feet; accumulated gain 468 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide:Karen Gray, 818-0337, 

kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 

 

Sunday, April 14, 2019 Quantrell Mine/Horseshoe Mine. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [352, 7:00 AM, $10]. The hike 

starts from the Agua Caliente Trailhead (see driving directions to Elephant Head) and involves a scenic trek through the 

historic Tyndall Mining District in the Santa Rita Mountains. Bring headlamps to explore the 800-foot tunnel in the 

Horseshoe and Grand Prize claims.  Hikers will lunch at the head of Chino Canyon at the Quantrell Mine, and enjoy 

magnificent views down the canyon, as well as that of the mythical giant rock sculpture known as Elephant Head. You 

will not be berated if you have visions of Jesuit gold, Teddy Roosevelt, and Apache sacrifices. This trail is good with no 

steep sections. Hike 5 miles; trailhead elevation 4500 feet; net elevation change 800 feet; accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 

154 miles (dirt).  [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, April 15, 2019 Tortolita Mountains: Wild Mustang / Wild Burro Canyon Loop. Rating: B. Pace: 

Moderate [469, 8:00 AM, $4]. The trailhead is at the Ritz Carlton hiker parking lot. Hikers proceed through the Wild 

Burro Wash, connect with the Upper Javalina Trail, and make their way up to the Wild Mustang Trail. The trail will lead 

the group over the higher elevations of the mountains to the north past at least 3 crested saguaros. Near the upper end of 

Wild Mustang Trail, we take a connector trail southeast down to the Wild Burro Canyon Trail. The trail overlooks the 

narrow upper canyon which spreads wide with numerous side canyons and tributaries. As we continue down Wild Burro 

Canyon, we pass a crumbling stone structure and arrive at a boulder strewn falls which thunders with runoff from the 

upper side canyons and tributaries when it rains. A short distance later we will merge onto Lower Javalina Trail, quickly 

descending through hillsides covered with enormous boulders and a forest of saguaro cacti. We will then rejoin Wild 

Burro Trail to return to the trailhead. Hike 8.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2680 feet; net elevation change 1150 feet; 

accumulated gain 1731 feet; RTD 44 miles. [Guide Phil McNamee email  mcnameephil@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, April 15, 2019 Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [428, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The Sutherland is a 

great trail for viewing wildflowers after adequate winter rains. Along the way, there are several beautiful saguaro cacti and 

great rock formations. There are numerous photo opportunities. We will also pass the cutoff to Dripping Springs which 

makes a nice short side trip if the waterfalls are flowing. The hike begins in Catalina State Park and ends at a very scenic, 

flat, rocky area. The return is via same route. Hike 5.4 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 657 feet; 

accumulated gain 818 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Tim Butler, 825-0193, tucsontimmer@gmail.com.] 

 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 Bridal Wreath Falls. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [118, 07:30 AM, $6]. The Douglas Spring 

Trailhead is located at the east end of Speedway Blvd. The hike involves some relatively steep climbing up the Douglas 

Spring Trail for the first 2.5 miles, before turning off on the 0.3 miles spur leading to the falls. The trail is well used and 

easy to follow. Bring sun protection. Water may be flowing over the falls if there has been sufficient rainfall. Hike 6.1 

miles; trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 1000 feet; accumulated gain 1052 feet; RTD 80 miles. [Guide: 

Dave Corrigan, 520-820-6110, dave@daveandpam.com] 

 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 Maiden Pools. Rating: C!. Pace: Moderate [254, 08:00 AM, $4]. Starting at the public 

parking lot on the left (past the employees' parking lot) at Ventana Canyon Resort, hikers follow the new Forest Service 

trail into the canyon. The trail is rocky in places with some steep climbing and substantial step-ups which make it more 

difficult than the average C hike. There are numerous wash crossings which involve boulder hopping if water is flowing. 

On the return, there are fine views of the east side of Tucson. The pools provide an excellent place for lunch. The return is 
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by the same route. Hike 5.3 miles; trailhead elevation 3000 feet; net elevation change 1100 feet; accumulated gain 1339 

feet; RTD 54 miles. [Guide: Frank Earnest  Email: fearnestiv@gmail.com.] 

 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 OSP Loop trails near Kannally Ranch House. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [493, 07:30 AM, 

$3 + $2]. Hike begins at the Kannally Ranch House at the Nature Trail.  The trail leads to the Windy Ridge Trail and then 

connects with the Granite Overlook Trail (highest point in the park). The trail descends and meets the Bellota Trail which 

loops back to the Ranch House. Hike 3 miles; trail head elevation 4500 ft., accumulated elevation 400 ft., RTD 40 miles. 

Driver donation $3+$2. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

Wednesday, April 17, 2019 SBHC Program @4pm, HOA1 Activity Center and Social Hour @5pm in Agavé 

Lounge. "Barry Goldwater Bombing Range - Climbing Out": Doug Kaslan, Hiker & Speaker. Introduction by Laurel 

Parrott, Program Committee Members. 

 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 Marshall Gulch / Aspen Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [256, 07:00 AM, $10]. The hike 

starts at the Marshall Gulch Picnic Area and goes up the Marshall Gulch Trail to the Marshall Saddle. From the Saddle, 

we turn left down the Aspen Trail and head back to the picnic area. After about 0.25 miles on the Aspen Trail, there is a 

large rock that provides a great spot for a break or lunch. Hike may be done in a clockwise direction which tends to be 

steeper and arriving at the large takes longer. Hike 4.2 miles; trailhead elevation 7440 feet; net elevation change 631 feet; 

accumulated gain 856 feet; RTD 130 miles. [Guide: Michael Reale; 825-8286 or mjreale@msn.com.] 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 Tortolita Mountains: Lower Javelina and Upper Javelina. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate 

[459, 8:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins at the Ritz Carlton Hotel hiker parking lot. The group will hike up Wild Burro 

Canyon a short distance to Lower Javelina Trail which we follow for 2 miles, then cross Wild Burro Canyon again to 

connect to Upper Javelina Trail. We will proceed along the Upper Javelina Trail for 3 miles; the end of Upper Javelina 

Trail is close to the new golf course. The group will then hike an easy 1 mile path back to the parking lot. Hike 6.9 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2780 feet; net elevation change 550 feet; accumulated elevation 910 feet; RTD 44 miles. [Guide Norm 

Rechkemmer janorm67@yahoo.com] 

 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 Bug Spring Trail # 1. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [125, 07:30AM,$7]. From the Lower Bug 

Spring Trailhead (a quarter mile up the Catalina Highway from Hirabayashi Campground), the hike proceeds southeast 

along a narrow ribbon of trail carved into the granite hillside. After an uphill set of switchbacks, the terrain mellows out 

with outstanding vistas and views of granite sculptures. The trail dives down the north side of the ridge into a heavily 

forested drainage. Upward to the highpoint of the trail, you can see a few big madrone trees and views of the Sierrita 

Mountains, Baboquivari and the mighty Rincons. The trail descends steeply to the Upper Bug Spring Trailhead (a quarter 

mile south of General Hitchcock Campground), which is the turnaround point. Return is via the same trail. Hike 8.7 miles; 

trailhead elevation 5000 feet; net elevation change 1625 feet; accumulated gain 2270 feet; RTD 94 miles.  [Susan Hollis, 

slhollis@yahoo.com]" 

 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 Alamo Canyon Full Moon Walk. Rating: D!. Pace: Moderate [5:30 PM, $2 + $2]. The 

hike takes place on the evening of a full moon, arriving at the falls in time to observe sunset , and to watch the city lights 

come on in Oro Valley. Bring a gourmet dinner, and candles. The hike down will be by the light of the moon, and 

supplemented by red beam headlamps if necessary. The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. 

Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is gradual. This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls 

and return. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no water crossings.  Hike 3.3 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Michael Hovan, 

michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Friday, April 19, 2019  🐕 Fifty-Year Trail to Middlegate. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [501, 07:00 AM, $1]. This is a 

dog friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a dog. Park cars at the Corral one-half mile from the end of 

Golders Ranch Rd. Hike jeep trails and cycle trails to Middlegate. Cross Sutherland Wash and return S via Deer Camp 

Trail. This hike is on State Trust Land.This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land 

Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust 

land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 
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through the state land department. Hike 5 miles; accumulated gain ~600 feet; RTD 4 miles (dirt).  [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, 

contact: azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Saturday, April 20, 2019 Mt. Wrightson via Old Baldy and Super Trails. Rating: A. Pace: Moderate [294, 7:00 

AM, $10]. The hike begins in Madera canyon in the Santa Rita Mountains and follows Old Baldy Trail to Josephine 

Saddle where we take the Super Trail to Mt. Wrightson. This provides a more gradual ascent to Baldy Saddle, but the last 

0.9 mile to the summit is steep and rocky with moderate exposure. At the top are outstanding 360-degree views of Tucson 

and the mountain ranges in the area. The return is via the Old Baldy Trail to Josephine Saddle and the Super Trail to the 

trailhead. There is abundant shade along the way. Hike 13.7 miles; trailhead elevation 5450 feet; net elevation change 

4003 feet; accumulated gain >4100 feet. RTD 130 miles.  [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, April 22, 2019 Deer Camp / Baby Jesus Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [167, 08:00 AM, $2]. The hike 

begins in the Fifty-Year Trail area. We hike easterly toward Deer Camp, and then take the Middle Tank Connecting Trail 

to the Baby Jesus Trail which leads back to the trailhead. The area has little traffic and is a delight to the senses. Hike 6.2 

miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 650 feet; accumulated gain 1126 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). This 

hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities 

include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not 

public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Tim 

Butler, 825-0193, tucsontimmer@gmail.com.] 

 

Monday, April 22, 2019 Wilderness of Rocks Loop # 4. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [488, 07:00 AM, $10]. The hike 

begins at the Steward Observatory parking lot. Although the hike can be done in reverse, the most popular route would 

follow Mount Lemmon Trail # 5 to the Lookout Tower spur and down Lemmon Rock Lookout Trail to Wilderness of 

Rocks Trail where the group would turn SW (right). After 2.3 miles, this trail intersects the Mount Lemmon Trail, which 

is followed back up to the top. As an alternative, the Meadow Trail (#5A) could be followed for the last 0.8 miles to the 

trailhead. Hike 9.1 miles; trailhead 9100 feet; net elevation change 2131 feet; accumulated gain 2550 feet; RTD 131 

miles. [Guide: Frank Earnest Email: fearnestiv@gmail.com.] 

 

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 Pima Canyon to 1st Dam. Rating: D!. Pace: SLOW [335, 7:30 AM, $3]. The Pima Canyon 

Trailhead is at the east end of Magee Road. We will hike the first part of Pima Canyon to the first dam and enjoy the 

beautiful scenery, take photos. There are pools of water at the dam most of the year. The trail is rocky at some points and 

involves some steps-up and steps-down but is not difficult. Hike 2.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2960 feet; net elevation 

change 320 feet; accumulated gain 487 feet; RTD 42 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 818-0337, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 

 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 Cochise Stronghold to End of Trail. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [160, 06:30 AM, $16]. 

Hikers travel from west to east through the Dragoon Mountains along a spine of granite where the legendary Apache War 

Chief Cochise kept his many enemies at bay during the Indian wars. There are several beautiful rock formations along the 

way. Cochise is buried in a hidden location in the area. Hike 10 miles; trailhead elevation 4500 feet; net elevation change 

1500 feet; accumulated gain 1796 feet; RTD 221 miles (some dirt). [Guide: Michael Reale; 825-8286 or 

mjreale@msn.com.] 

 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 Canyon Loop and Birding Trail. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [135, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. 

From the main trailhead in Catalina State Park, hikers will start up the Romero Trail in Catalina State Park; follow the 

Canyon Loop Trail, and then come back on the Sutherland Trail. This area is a great example of the Sonoran Desert and 

its riparian areas. Following this portion of the hike, we will hike the Birding Trail. Depending upon the season, some 

water crossings are possible. Hike 4.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 433 feet; accumulated 

gain 499 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 Aspen Loop / Marshall Gulch Trail. Rating: C Pace:SLOW[89, 8:00 AM, $10]. Plan to eat 

at restaurant in Summrerhaven after hike. The trail starts at the Marshall Gulch Picnic area and proceeds up the Aspen 

Trail to the Marshall Saddle. Hikers will have a snack/rest at a scenic spot near the Saddle, and then follow the Marshall 

Gulch Trail to the picnic area. Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 7420 feet; net elevation change 800 feet; accumulated 

gain 1090 feet; RTD 131 miles. [Guide:Karen Gray, 818-0337, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 
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Friday, April 26, 2019 Alamo Canyon. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The hike begins at the 

Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. Other than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is gradual. 
This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but 
there are no water crossings. Hikers will stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. Hike 3.3 

miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 435 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: 

Kathryn Madore, 825-5207, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, April 26, 2019 Mt. Lemmon via the Sutherland Trail. Rating: A. Pace: Moderate [289, 6:00 AM, $10]. The 

hike begins on Trail Link at the north gate of Catalina State Park, and follows FS643 until it merges with Sutherland Trail 

#6.  This is a historic route to the timbered high country at the end of Cargodera Canyon.  In 1948 Trico Electric built a 

powerline along this route to the summit of Mt Lemmon.  At the end of Cargodera Canyon the route leaves the powerline, 

and crosses the canyon to the south side. It then climbs very steeply to a saddle east of point 6765.  From the saddle, the 

trail drops slightly to the south, crosses a minor drainage, and then climbs up the crest of the ridge. Two miles of 

switchbacks take hikers up the ridgeline to some fine views of the front range of the Catalinas. Along the ridge there are 

some overgrown, brushy sections that require defensive clothing.  Just before the Sutherland Trail terminates into Mt 

Lemmon Trail #5, there is an unexpected view through The Window to the south.  It is then a short 1.5 miles to the 

summit of Mt. Lemmon. Transportation from the top will need to be arranged, and may limit the number of participants.  

Please indicate if you have a friend or family member that can pick up hikers at the summit.  This is a very difficult, all 

day hike. Hike 12 miles, trailhead elevation 2700 feet, net elevation change 6400 feet; accumulated gain >7000 feet; RTD 

(to Mt Lemmon) 130 miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

"Sunday, April 28, 2019 Atascosa Lookout. Rating: C!  Pace: Moderate [91, 07:00 AM, $12]. We hike to the fire 

lookout station in the Tumacacori Mountains, near Rio Rico. The trail starts off Hwy # 289, 7 miles east of Pena Blanca 

Lake, and is very scenic, offering views over 75 miles in all directions. Hike 5 miles; trailhead elevation 4715 feet; net 

elevation change 1534 feet; accumulated gain 1600 feet; RTD 174 miles (10 miles gravel road). [Guide: Aaron 

Schoenberg cell phone# (845) 987-4893 or e-mail: askus3@centurylink.net .]" 

 

Monday, April 29, 2019 Butterfly Trail. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [129, 7:00 AM, $9]. From the trailhead near 

Soldier Camp on Catalina Hwy, we hike down Butterfly Trail # 16 to the Novio Spring area in Alder Canyon, and lunch 

in the vicinity of a 1957 F-86 plane crash (UTM 526435E, 3587511N). The entire steady climb is on the way out. Hikers 

will be in the shade of very tall Douglas firs and ponderosa pines up to a saddle and to the exit at Palisade Ranger Station. 

A car will need to be left here to shuttle back to the upper trailhead. Along the way are views of San Manuel to the east. 

Butterfly Peak is to the north. The northerly route is very similar. Hike 6.1 miles; trailhead elevation 7700 feet; net 

elevation change 1830 feet; accumulated gain 2230 feet; RTD 125 miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 Bluff Loop Trail Sabino Canyon. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [110, 07:00 AM, $4]. From the 

Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, the hike proceeds along the Bluff Trail overlooking Sabino Creek, and is a favorite during 

the fall due to color changes in the leaves of velvet ash, cottonwood, willow, and Arizona sycamore trees. Bring a camera 

and a minimum of one quart of water. Hike 3.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 200 feet; 

accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 56 miles. [Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 
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