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HIKE FULL: 01-29-19 Tortolita Mountains – Vision Seeker’s Gorge 
Guide Rob Simms informs us that his January 29th hike to Vision Seeker’s Gorge is full.  However, he 
will maintain a wait list in case there are cancellations. See below for details on this hike: 
 
Description: Tuesday, January 29, 2019 Tortolita Mountains: Vision Seeker's Gorge. Rating: C! . Pace: 
Moderate [500, 8:00 AM, $2]. The hike begins at the windmill/water tank approximately five miles down 
Edwin/Rail-X road west of Oracle where we park. Hike on trail/wash south to the base of Tortolita Peak and 
follow animal trails over a ridge to the Gorge. We lunch at top of a large gorge w/ a seasonal waterfall. There 
are petroglyphs nearby. Return is via the same route. Gloves recommended. Note:  Rail-X (Edwin) road is very 
rough & unimproved which requires high clearance vehicles (pick-up, jeep, SUV). Hike: 7 miles; trailhead 
elevation 3,600 feet; net elevation change 800 feet; accumulated gain 850 feet.  RTD 14 miles (dirt). This hike 
is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities 
include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is 
private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land 
department. [Guide: Rob Simms Spartan7375@gmail.com.] 

 
 
CLUB ADDED DOG FRIENDLY HIKES – JANUARY 2019 
As you may have seen, the club is offering dog friendly hikes in the schedule.  Many members enjoy 
hiking with their canine friends, and feel guilty when they have to leave their pet behind with their sad, 
disappointed eyes.   
 
Now there will be the availability, on designated hikes, to bring your dog.  The hikes are labeled with a 

dog emoji, 🐕, and the words "dog friendly" are in the description.  Anyone is welcome, with or 

without a dog on these hikes.  Most dogs enjoy being together in a pack, and socialize well.  Owners 
should use good judgement not to bring the rare aggressive pet.  The hiking guide will make the final 
decision as to who may join the hike. 
 
The hikes have the usual A-D ratings, and the owner should exercise good judgement to be sure the 
pet is capable of the distance and gain.  While most dogs can easily "out-hike" their owners, some 
aging pets may have difficulty on the often-rocky trails. 
 
Be sure to bring extra water, or have your friend carry their own pack.  Rattlesnake training is 
advised.  The desert, compared to the Midwest or elsewhere, has its own special challenges for both 
people and canines.   
 
Remember, that you do not need a dog to attend these hikes.  Everyone is welcome at their 
discretion, since dogs will be present. 
 
 

 

 

 


