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CLUB ADDING DOG FRIENDLY HIKES – JANUARY 2019 
Beginning in January, 2019, the SBHC will start to offer dog friendly hikes in the schedule.  Many 
members enjoy hiking with their canine friends, and feel guilty when they have to leave their pet 
behind with their sad, disappointed eyes.   
 
Now there will be the availability, on designated hikes, to bring your dog.  The hikes will be labeled 

with a dog emoji, 🐕, and the words "dog friendly" will be in the description.  Anyone is welcome, with 

or without a dog on these hikes.  Most dogs enjoy being together in a pack, and socialize well.  
Owners should use good judgement not to bring the rare aggressive pet.  The hiking guide will make 
the final decision as to who may join the hike. 
 
The hikes will have the usual A-D ratings, and the owner should exercise good judgement to be sure 
the pet is capable of the distance and gain.  While most dogs can easily "out-hike" their owners, some 
aging pets may have difficulty on the often-rocky trails. 
 
Be sure to bring extra water, or have your friend carry their own pack.  Rattlesnake training is 
advised.  The desert, compared to the Midwest or elsewhere, has its own special challenges for both 
people and canines.   
 
Remember, that you do not need a dog to attend these hikes.  Everyone is welcome at their 
discretion, since dogs will be present. 
 
 

 

 

 

Due to high demand for “C” and “D” hikes, 9 additional hikes are being added 

for December.  See the descriptions and contact the guides to sign up: 

 

Monday, December 3, 2018:  Canyon Loop, Birding, and Nature Trails. Rating: C. Pace: 

Moderate [136, 8:00am, $2+$2].  Starting at the main trailhead in Catalina State Park, this hike 

traverses an area that is a great example of the Sonoran Desert and its riparian areas. We first hike 

the Nature Trail which has panoramic views, and then continue onto the Canyon Loop Trail. We will 

fork onto the Birding Loop Trail prior to returning. If the group is really ambitious, we will swing 

through the Canyon Loop Trail the opposite way we came for a total of 6.7 miles. Depending upon the 

season, some water crossings are possible. Hike 4.6 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net 

elevation change __ feet; accumulated gain 370 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, 

Contact: Kathryn.Madore@Gmail.com.] 
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Wednesday, December 5, 2018:  Pima Canyon to 2nd Dam. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [336, 

08:00 AM, $3]. The Pima Canyon Trailhead is at the east end of Magee Road. The first mile or so is 

across open desert along the south side of Pusch Peak. We pass the small first dam as we enter the 

beautiful, rugged canyon. The rocky trail passes through a grove of large trees providing welcome 

shade before emerging again in the open. The trail then leads to a rocky open area in the canyon 

beyond a small dam near several Indian grinding holes. The return is via the same route. Hike 6.7 

miles; trailhead elevation 2960 feet; net elevation change 1010 feet; accumulated gain 1315 feet; 

RTD 42 miles. [Guide: Frank Earnest Email: fearnestiv@gmail.com.] 

 

Monday, December 10, 2018: Alamo Canyon to the Water Tank. Rating: C. Pace:Moderate [7, 

8:00am, $2+$2].  The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. Elevation 

change is gradual. The trail proceeds from the ruins through Alamo Canyon. Water may be present in 

the canyon after rainy periods. Hikers then go around, down, and up and down again to an unused, 

large water tank. Trail is rocky in some areas. The return is one of three ways of equal distance. Hike 

6.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 400 feet; accumulated gain 1050 feet; 

RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, Contact: Kathryn.Madore@Gmail.com.] 

 

Tuesday, December 11, 2018: Pima Canyon to 1st Dam. Rating: D! Pace: Moderate [335, 08:00 

AM, $3]. The Pima Canyon Trailhead is at the east end of Magee Road. We will hike the first part of 

Pima Canyon to the first dam and enjoy the beautiful scenery, take photos. There are pools of water 

at the dam most of the year. The trail is rocky at some points and involves some steps-up and steps-

down but is not difficult. Hike 2.7 miles; trailhead elevation 2960 feet; net elevation change 320 feet; 

accumulated gain 487 feet; RTD 42 miles. [Guide: Howie Fagan, 240-9556, howieandelaine@q.com] 

 

Wednesday, December 12, 2019: Dripping Springs from the Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: 

Moderate [172, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. From the main trailhead at the east end of Catalina State Park, 

the hike follows the Sutherland Trail past the wilderness sign, and then turns toward Dripping Springs 

at a Sutherland Trail sign. There are large rocks placed in a row on the right (east) side of the 

Sutherland Trail. Much of the trail is sandy and there may be several water crossings. After entering 

the wilderness area, the trail is somewhat rocky. An old abandoned mine is visible to the left of the 

canyon. Keep to the left at a trail junction for lower Romero Canyon, which can be visited later. Hike 

4.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 475 feet; accumulated gain 468 feet; 

RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com]  

 

Monday, December 17, 2018: Alamo Canyon. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. 

The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. Other than one short area by 

the wash, the elevation change is gradual. This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. 

Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no water crossings. Hikers will 

stop by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. Hike 3.3 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: 

Tim Butler, 825-0193, tucsontimmer@gmail.com.]  
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Wednesday, December 19, 2018:  Linda Vista Loop. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [249, 8 AM, $2]. 
The Linda Vista Trailhead and parking lot is one block east of Oracle Road on Linda Vista Blvd. The 
hike proceeds into the foothills of Pusch Ridge and is an excellent introduction to desert hiking. The 
trail gradually ascends to provide excellent views of Oro Valley. Hiking sticks may be helpful for rocky 
steps-up and steps-down. The trail passes through a riparian area and ascends to a rocky 
outcropping which is a good place for a snack break. There are magnificent saguaros throughout the 
drainage from Pusch Ridge. Hike 2.9 miles (mileage may be extended by doing an extra loop – ask 
the guide); trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 400 feet; accumulated gain 535 feet; 
RTD 28 miles. [Guides: Elisabeth Wheeler, hikerelisabeth@gmail.com & Ruth Caldwell, 
azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 
 
Thursday, December 20, 2018: Sabino Canyon Trails. Rating: D. Pace:Moderate [378, 8:00am, 

$4]. We will explore the many lower trails at Sabino Canyon including the Bajada Loop Nature Trail 

that identifies some of the desert plants seen throughout the canyon. We will also stop in the Visitor 

Center. Hike <4 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change <400 feet; accumulated 

gain __ feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Susan Hollis, Contact: slhollis@yahoo.com] 

 

Thursday, December 27, 2018: American Flag. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [8, 08:00 AM, $3]. The 

hike begins at the American Flag Trailhead on the old Mt. Lemmon Road and covers a section of the 

Arizona Trail. Hikers take the American Flag/Cody Trail to its intersection with the Oracle Ridge Trail, 

where there are great views to the west of Biosphere II and the Tortolitas. Hike 6.7 miles; trailhead 

elevation 4400 feet; net elevation change 995 feet; accumulated gain 1325 feet; RTD 41 miles. 

[Guide: Don Taylor, 825-5303, donald_r_taylor@yahoo.com]  
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