
 

HIKE SCHEDULE: NOV-DEC 2020: revised 12-13-2020 (hike added 12-28-20) 

Hiking Information
 

HIKE RATINGS, PACE AND ELEVATION CHANGE 

Ratings 

Ratings are based on the following round-trip distances and accumulated gains in elevation over the course of the hike. 

The hike rating is determined by one (or both) of the two values being exceeded. For example, if a hike exceeds the 

criterion for distance but not for corresponding elevation, the rating would be set for distance. In the hike descriptions 

that follow, both parameter values are exceeded for some hikes. However, that does not necessarily justify a higher 

combined rating. 

 

Hike Rating Distance (miles) Accumulated Elevation Gain (feet) 

A >14 >3000 

B >8 to 14 >1500 to 3000 

C >4 to 8 >500 to 1500 

D ≤4 ≤500 

 

Special Conditions 

***Some hikes may have special conditions that make a hike more difficult than the mileage/elevation gain rating would 

suggest. This could be due to unusual trail conditions, such as a very rocky trail, large steps up or down, or more exposure 

(steep banks or a cliff) which are present.  These hikes are denoted with three asterisks beside the letter rating and will be 

repeated in the hike description with an explanation.  When hikers sign up for a hike with the symbol *** they should clarify 

with the guide about the special condition to determine if the hike is right for them. 

Pace 

Pace for our hikes is described in terms of the moving average speed in miles per hour (MPH) over the course of a hike. 

The overall average speed is much more variable, depending on the number and duration of rest breaks and lunch, and 

the condition of a particular trail (smooth and flat versus rocky and steep). The following four categories are used to 

describe pace in the hike descriptions. The following four categories are used to describe pace in the newsletter: 

 

Pace Moving Average Speed (MPH) 

Leisurely <1.5 

Slow 1.5 to <2.0 

Moderate 2.0 to <2.5 

Fast ≥2.5 

Elevation Change 

Three indicators are used in the hike descriptions to convey hike difficulty as it relates to elevation change: 

Net Elevation Change is generally the change in elevation obtained by subtracting the starting elevation from the highest 

(or lowest) point reached during the course of the hike, in feet. This estimate may be obtained from USGS maps or a 

global positioning system (GPS). If no destination is listed, which may be the case for loop hikes or point-to-point hikes, 

net change is defined as the difference between the trailhead elevation and the highest elevation reached during the hike. 

If net elevation lost between the trailhead and the destination, a minus sign is used to show that elevation is lost. If an 



 

 

elevation profile is available, which applies in this database to mostly the Arizona Trail hikes for which GPS tracks have 

been generated, the net elevation change is the difference between the highest and lowest points along the trail. 

Accumulated Gain is the sum of all upward stretches of a hike as recorded by a GPS device over the course of the entire 

hike. Accumulated elevation gain is always a more accurate indicator of hike difficulty than net change in elevation. 

 

Accumulated Loss, another measure of hike difficulty, is the sum of all downward stretches of a hike. 

Accumulated elevation loss is useful for some downhill hikes and is usually obtained with a GPS device. 

 

A cursory critique of the definition for “net elevation change” reveals that it is vague and imprecise and provides limited 

insight into trail difficulty (which is more accurately described in terms of accumulated gain or loss (parameters that are 

measured by GPSs). However, accumulated gain/loss information is unavailable for many hikes in the database, so net 

change has, for the time being, been retained because it is the only statistic available. 

 

Accumulated gains are always greater than net elevation changes, except for point-to-point hikes where the destination 

is at a lower elevation than trailhead elevation. In this case, the accumulated gain could be much lower than the net 

elevation change. A good example of this is the hike from the top of Mt. Lemmon to Catalina State Park, which actually 

results in little gain but rather a significant accumulated loss. For loop and out-and- back hikes, accumulated elevation 

gains are usually greater, sometimes much greater, than net elevation changes. 

 

 

Hikes Offered
 

REMINDER:  COVID-19 hike guidelines are in effect as outlined in the bulletin posted to the Hike Schedule page on the 

website.  Each guide will explain the safety measures that each hiker will be expected to follow on that particular hike.  

 

IMPORTANT NOTE TO HIKERS:  Some trails listed in this schedule are inside the Coronado National Forest. There 

are closure orders for many sections of the forest that are within the burn scar. We have not been able to determine which 

if any of our local trails are affected. The closure order right now expires November 1, 2020 but will most likely be 

extended for certain areas. Your guides will be scouting out the trails prior to the listed hikes and will have an alternate 

hike in mind should the trail be found to be in the burn scar. Keep in mind there is a significant fine for hiking in the burn 

scar area. 

 

 

Sunday, November 01, 2020 Cochise Stronghold to End of Trail. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [160, 07:00 AM, $22]. 

Hikers travel from west to east through the Dragoon Mountains along a spine of granite where the legendary Apache War 

Chief Cochise kept his many enemies at bay during the Indian wars. There are several beautiful rock formations along the 

way. Cochise is buried in a hidden location in the area. Hike 10 miles; trailhead elevation 4500 feet; net elevation change 

1500 feet; accumulated gain 1796 feet; RTD 221 miles (some dirt). [Guide: Michael Hovan, 

michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, November 02, 2020 Sweetwater Trail (short version). Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [433, 08:00 AM, $6]. The 

hike begins from the trailhead at the end of El Camino del Cerro on the east side of the Tucson Mountains and covers 

about half the distance to the saddle where the Kings Canyon and Sweetwater Trails meet. The return is via the same 

route. The trial passes through some of the prettiest saguaro forests in the area. Along the way there are good views of 

Tucson and Wasson Peak. Hiking boots and stick are recommended. Bring binoculars. Hike 4 miles; trailhead elevation 

2800 feet; net elevation change 350 feet; accumulated gain 400 feet; RTD 60 miles. [Guide: Janet Frost 262-385-2478 

janetlynnfrost@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, November 03, 2020 Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness: West (short version). Rating: C***. Pace: Moderate 

[19, 08:00 AM, $14 + $5]. ***Hikers should expect stream wading and numerous stream crossings (up to knee deep) with 

dense riparian brush. Aravaipa Canyon is a beautiful and pristine canyon and a favorite for all who have been there. Wear 

shorts, socks and shoes (that can get wet) with good traction (for wet rocks). Bring dry shoes/shorts/shirt for drive home, 
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if desired (and a plastic bag for wet items). Aravaipa Canyon is a wilderness area with no trails, signs, or facilities. Hiking 

pole is recommended. Wilderness permits (fee required) must be reserved in advance and are non-refundable. Hikers must 

sign up two weeks prior to hike. Guide has only 6 permits Hike 6 miles; trailhead elevation 2600 feet; net elevation 

change 200 feet; accumulated gain 368 feet; RTD 110 miles (dirt).[Guide: Seth Basker, seth@basker.com] 

 

Wednesday, November 4, 2020 Catalina Hills Trash Cleanup Walk. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [141, 09:00 AM, 

$0]. Volunteers are needed for the Trash Cleanup Walk for Catalina Hills Drive which is part of the Arizona Adopt A 

Highway Program. This is a community service that our club provides for SaddleBrooke and for Arizona. The walk will 

only take an hour to an hour and a half of your time. Trash bags and safety vests are provided by the Pinal County 

Highway Dept. Volunteers should wear long pants and shirts and bring gloves. A pickup stick will be provided. 

Volunteers will meet in the usual location at the MVCC parking lot.  [Guide: Walt Shields, waltshields@mac.com, 520-

404-8998.] 

 

Thursday, November 05, 2020 San Pedro River Exploration. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [385, 08:00 AM, $20]. The 

hike passes through the remains of Presidio Santa Cruz de Ferrenate, one of the finest examples of a royal Spanish fort left 

in the New World. From there we hike to the San Pedro River and the Murphy Springs/Clovis site where we proceed 

along the shore or wade down the river (if there is water). There are lots of birds in the area. We continue two miles into 

the old mining town of Fairbank and return via the river or an old road, the San Pedro Trail. The Presidio is located 

between Benson and Sierra Vista off Hwy # 82. Bring shoes for water hiking and dry ones for trip home. Hiking sticks 

recommended for balance in the water. Binoculars are helpful for birding. Hike 7 miles; trailhead elevation 4000 feet; net 

elevation change is minimal; accumulated gain is minimal; RTD 200 miles. [Guide:Kathryn Madore; 

kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, November 05, 2020 Honey Bee Canyon South-double loop. Rating: D. Pace: SLOW -Moderate [New 

Hike, 08:00 AM, $3]. The hike takes place in Honey Bee Canyon at Rancho Vistoso. We will explore the canyon, 

identify some of the vegetation, find a large hole in a rock, and look for animals and animal tracks. Bring water, snack, 

sunscreen, hat, camera (optional). Hike 3.4 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 100 feet; 

accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 26 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 520-351 -2058, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 

 

Friday, November 06, 2020 Hidden Canyon Loop via Cowboy Slickrock. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [219, 08:00 

AM, $4]. The hike begins at the Lower Corral and proceeds down the 50 Year Trail, to the Middle Gate Trail.  After a 

short distance we enter a secluded canyon with centenarian saguaros and striking granite formations.  We then take the 

upper 50 year trail along a ridgeline, past a crested saguaro to the Cowboy Slickrock Trail. We then enter a picturesque, 

narrow canyon which is the headwater of the Sutherland Wash.  We will have lunch on a rock ledge overlooking the 

valley. Return is via the Hidden Canyon Trail.  Hike 7.7 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 750 

feet; accumulated gain 1100 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A medium to high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the 

Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian Trail. This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land 

Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust 

land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 

through the state land department. [Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Saturday, November 07, 2020 Extended Fitness Walk. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [179, 07:00 AM, $0]. As the name 

implies this an extended version of the weekday fitness walks. They will last 2 hours and travel approximately 6 miles 

over a variety of terrain including paved streets, golf course paths, and wilderness areas. They will start and finish in the 

same location as the weekday walks in the SaddleBrooke One parking lot.  The longer duration will allow exploration of 

new and more distant areas, including The Preserve. The accumulated gain will vary from 600-1200 feet. Optional 

breakfast at the Road Runner Grill.  [Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, November 09, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Alamo Springs / Wild Mustang Loop. Rating: B. Pace: 

Moderate [454, 08:00 AM, $4]. This hike travels the outer rim of the area. From the Ritz Carlton hiker parking lot, 

proceed through the Wild Burro Wash, to Lower Javalina Trail to the Alamo Springs Trail. After ascending the first part, 

we take a short side trail to a high point overlooking the area to the west. We then continue on the Alamo Springs Trail to 

our lunch spot in Wild Burro Canyon. We then proceed on a short connector trail to the Wild Mustang Trail until we 

connect with the Upper Javelina Trail and return to the trailhead via the Wild Burro Wash. The hike offers remote hiking 

with great views of the Tortolita Mountains and passes several crested saguaros. Hike 10 miles; trailhead elevation 3000 
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feet; net elevation change 1300 feet; accumulated gain 2170 feet; RTD 44 miles. [Guide: Frank Earnest 

fearnestiv@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, November 09, 2020 Dome Extension Trail. Rating: C***. Pace: Moderate [New, 08:00 AM, $0]. ***The 

special condition is that there are several sections that are steeper than on an average park constructed trail. This hike 

begins on the Double Crested/Dome Trail from the south end of S Arroyo Way in Unit 21. We cross Canada del Oro 

Wash, and then follow the newly developed route east through a small wash, and along several ridgelines.  About 50 yards 

beyond the double crested saguaro, we turn left onto the Dome Extension which makes a loop around to the back of the 

Big Dome Rock. We will pass through interesting granite formations, with many saguaros and ocotillo forests. One of the 

highlights along the way is "Double Beauty", a rare double crested saguaro registered with the Crested Saguaro Society. 

On top of the dome there are great 360 degree views of SaddleBrooke and Catalina. We will return on the DC/D Trail. 

Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 750 feet; accumulated gain 800 feet; RTD 0 miles.  

[Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020 Fall Colors at Boyce-Thompson Arboretum and lunch in Superior. Rating: D☺. 

Pace: Moderate [117, 0745 AM, $16]. The arboretum ($15 entrance fee required) features 35 acres of nature paths, 

towering trees, cacti, mountain cliffs, a streamside forest, a desert lake, and panoramic views. It is located about 100 miles 

north of SaddleBrooke off U.S. 60 between Florence Junction and Superior. The park is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Bring your 

camera, hiking boots or comfortable walking shoes are recommended, although the paved trail is relatively level. Hike is 

under 4 miles; trailhead elevation change is minimal; accumulated gain is minimal; RTD 164 miles. [Guide: Janet Frost 

262-385-2478, janetlynnfrost@gmail.com ] 

 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020        Arizona Trail: Oracle (piece of Passage 13). Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [56, 07:30 

AM, $4]. From the Arizona Trail Crossing of Webb Road the route proceeds in a northerly direction across Oracle State 

Park.  About halfway through the park it reaches Kannally Wash and windmill, our snack stop and turn around point. This 

is a dog-friendly hike. Non-canine companions are welcome. Hike 6.0 miles; trailhead elevation is 4480 feet; accumulated 

elevation gain 700 feet; RTD 41 miles. [Guide: Aaron Schoenberg; askus3@centurylink.net] 

 

Wednesday, November 11, 2020 Sutherland Wash Petroglyphs loop from Golder Ranch. Rating: C***. Pace: 

Moderate [186, 08:00 AM, $2]. ***The hike involves a few short, steep, rocky sections of trail, some rock scrambling, 

and a short section of mild bushwhacking. This hike begins at Golder Ranch. It takes us on a grand circle tour of four 

concentrations of ancient petroglyphs located west of Baby Jesus Ridge near the Sutherland Wash. The Sutherland Wash 

Rock Art District is a special place right in our backyard and is on the National Historic Register. Hohokam petroglyphs 

dating from 900 AD to 1300 AD number in the thousands on the western slope of the Santa Catalina Mountains.  Along 

our hike we will see beautiful saguaros, seasonal wildflowers, and beautiful vistas of Pusch Ridge. There are also two 

crossings of a wash which may involve some easy rock-hopping depending on the season. Bring a lunch or snack to enjoy 

while we rest in the shade of some giant boulders at one of the petroglyph locations.  Hike 6.0 miles; trailhead elevation 

3200 feet; net elevation change 250 feet; accumulated gain 500 feet; RTD 12 miles. This hike is on or crosses Arizona 

State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease 

and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation 

permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. Starting the hike from this parking location 

avoids the need for high clearance vehicles. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 Esperero Canyon/Bluff Loop Trail Sabino Canyon. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate 

[NEW, 8:00 AM, $6]. From the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, the hike proceeds along the Esperero Canyon/Rattlesnake 

Canyon trails to the Bluff Trail overlooking Sabino Creek and is a favorite with views of the canyon and Sabino Creek 

with velvet ash, cottonwood, willow, and Arizona sycamore trees. Our break will be at the Sabino Dam. We will finish on 

the Bajada Nature loop with a beautiful crested saguaro. Bring a camera and plenty of water and snack. Hike 4.6 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2705 feet; net elevation change 240 feet; accumulated gain 367 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Kathryn 

Madore, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 History Hike: The Dams of SaddleBrooke.  Rating C. Pace: Moderate. [New, 9:00 

AM, $0] Individual car caravan to Willow Canyon Dr. Hike to the top of old Golder dam and see the emergency spillway, 

hydraulic controls and great view.  Learn the dam’s history and see old photos of Golder Lake. Descend to the Cañada del 
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Oro to Pierre Charouleau's masonry dam of the 1880s and learn its history.  Hike is approximately one mile with 200 ft. 

elevation gain. C rating due to short steep sections, loose rocks, and uneven terrain. Recommend cleated hiking boots and 

protective clothing. Barbed wire fence crossing.  There will be a post-hike option to view the nearby railroad flat car and 

suspension bridges over the Cañada. Limit 8 hikers. RTD 4 miles. [Guide: Bob Simpson, pinalbj@outlook.com  (520) 

818-2610] 

 

Friday, November 13, 2020 Alamo Canyon Up/Back or Loop. Rating: D. Pace: SLOW [6, 08:00 AM, $2 + $2]. The 

hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. This hike can be done on north side trail in-out or as a 

loop around Alamo Canyon going up one side and returning down the other (clockwise or counter-clockwise). Other than 

one short area by the wash, the elevation change is generally gradual. The south-side trail traverses several rocky washes. 

This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. There is a very scenic large flat-rock area above the falls. 

Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no significant water crossings. Hikers may stop by 

the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net 

elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 520-351 -2058, 

kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 

 

Friday, November 13, 2020 Samaniego Roost/Deer Camp Loop. Rating: C***. Pace: Moderate [168, 08:00 AM, 

$4]. ***This 0.8 mile section through the wash involves uneven terrain over sand, rocks, large boulders, and seasonal 

water flow, where the footing is inconsistent. This is the reason for the special condition designation. The hike begins at 

Lower Corral and heads to the beginning of the Baby Jesus Trail across the Sutherland Wash. It goes past a beautiful 

stand of large,100-year old saguaros. The route then turns off-trail into Iron Springs Wash through a beautiful natural 

canyon, until it intersects the Middle Tank Trail. This hike is appropriate for only strong, agile, and adventurous C level 

hikers. After heading north for a short distance, the route turns onto the Deer Camp Extension Trail that continues up the 

wash area over large rock slabs, with several steep sections. Finally, we turn south onto the rather steep, rudimentary trail 

up to Samaniego Roost. We will have lunch on this rock outcropping. The view from there is astounding and expansive: 

you can see Biosphere 2 to the north; the Picacho and the Tortolita Mountains to the west; Sombrero, Panther, and 

Wasson peaks to the southwest; and finally, Baboquivari to the south. We then descend down to Deer Camp and return on 

the main Deer Camp Trail to Lower Corral. Hike 6.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3245 feet; net elevation change 1013 feet; 

accumulated gain 1289 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). Hike 6.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 905 

feet; accumulated gain 1235 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A medium to high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the 

Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian Trail. This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land 

Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust 

land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 

through the state land department. [Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Saturday, November 14, 2020 OSP Loop trails near Kannally Ranch House. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [493, 9:00 

AM, $3 + $2]. Hike begins at the Kannally Ranch House at the Nature Trail.  The trail leads to the Windy Ridge Trail and 

then connects with the Granite Overlook Trail (highest point in the park). The trail descends and meets the Bellota Trail 

which loops back to the Ranch House. Hike 3 miles; trailhead elevation 4500 ft., accumulated elevation 400 ft., RTD 40 

miles. Driver donation $3+$2. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Sunday, November 15, 2020        Extended Fitness Walk. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [179, 07:00 AM, $0]. This is a 

dog friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a pet. As the name implies this an extended version of the 

weekday fitness walks. They will last 2 hours and travel approximately 6 miles over a variety of terrain including paved 

streets, golf course paths, and wilderness areas. They will start and finish in the same location as the weekday walks in the 

SaddleBrooke One parking lot.  The longer duration will allow exploration of new and more distant areas, including The 

Preserve. The accumulated gain will vary from 600-1200 feet. Optional breakfast at the Road Runner Grill.  [Guide: 

Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, November 16, 2020 Hidden Canyon Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [219, 08:00 AM, $4].  This is a 

variation on the usual Hidden Canyon Loop hike.  From the Upper Corral area we hike to the Middle Gate on social trails 

and then take the Middle Gate trail east to join the North 50 Yr. Loop at the Sutherland Wash.  We climb northeast on the 

N. 50 Yr. Trail, passing an iconic crested saguaro.  Near the top of the N. 50 Yr. Loop we will take the Cowboy Slickrock 

spur trail northeast to join the Hidden Canyon Trail.  We will have lunch on rock slabs with a magnificent view.  We then 
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continue north on the Hidden Canyon Trail going around Hidden Canyon Peak in a counterclockwise direction until we 

rejoin the N. 50 Yr. Trail.  We then take the west side of the N. 50 Yr. Loop back to the Middle Gate and then back to the 

Upper Corral.  Hike 8.3 miles; trailhead elevation 3260 feet; net elevation change 687 feet; accumulated gain 1209 feet; 

RTD 10 miles (dirt).  This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust 

management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that 

Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land 

department. [Guide:  Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, November 16, 2020 Sweetwater Preserve (short version). Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [507, 08:00 AM, $6]. 

The trailhead is at the end of Tortolita Road, one mile off El Camino del Cerro. The 703-acre preserve is in the Tucson 

Mountains (this is not the Sweetwater Trail which leads to Wasson Peak.) There is a system of trails within the park made 

in 2008 by a crew of Piima County trail builders. It consists of 12 distinct loops and paths that interconnect so they can be 

linked together. Each trail is 0.5 to 1.5 miles in length. A map of the area may be found on the website 

(www.sdmb.org/trail-Sweetwater.html). Hike 4.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2464 feet; net elevation change 220 feet; 

accumulated gain 310 feet; RTD 60 miles. [Guide: Walt Shields, waltshields@mac.com, 520-404-8998.] 

 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 Bluff Loop Trail Sabino Canyon. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [110, 08:00 AM, $6]. 

From the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, the hike proceeds along the Bluff Trail overlooking Sabino Creek and is a 

favorite during the fall due to color changes in the leaves of velvet ash, cottonwood, willow, and Arizona sycamore trees. 

Bring a camera and a minimum of one quart of water. Hike 3.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 

200 feet; accumulated gain 250 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Janet Frost, janetlynnfrost@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 4178 Expressway. Rating: C***. Pace: Moderate [New, 07:00 AM, $0]. ***The special 

condition is that there are several sections that are steeper than on an average park constructed trail. The hike begins at the 

Arroyo Way Trailhead and proceeds on a newly constructed use trail to Point 4178, also known at Hidden Canyon Peak.  

It begins following the Canada del Oro Wash, takes a short jog up Charouleau Gap road, across a small valley of prickly 

pear cactus and mesquite trees, past the outlet of Dodge Tank gorge, and then up the ridgeline to meet Hidden Canyon 

Loop Trail.  After a short distance on the bike path, the route proceeds through a meadow and then over slab rock to the 

summit.  The views are wonderful of Catalina, Oro Valley, and the Tortolitas.  This is the highest, easily accessible 

lookout in the front range of the Catalinas.   Return is via the same route. Hike 6.7 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net 

elevation change 978 feet; accumulated gain 1230 feet; RTD 0 miles. [Michael Hovan,  michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 Arizona Trail: Work Session. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [87, 07:30 AM, $4 Paid 

by club]. Come and join the fun — it’s nice to work side by side with other hiking club members, as we help maintain the 

“Oracle Passage” section of the Arizona National Scenic Trail. This 8.5 mile section starts at the American Flag TH, 

ambles through washes and across low ridges speckled with high desert plants just east of Oracle State Park south to 

Highway 77. Generally, the work is light, and involves clipping, brushing, raking, pruning, building cairns and 

developing/clearing erosion control devices. Bring along your gloves, hat, water, and snacks. Sanitized tools will be 

provided. Safety protocols will be followed. Volunteers will drive separately and wear masks during the safety briefing. 

Small work teams will be formed, maintaining physical distancing between workers. The work session will be 3 hours. 

Hike 3-6 miles. RTD 41 miles. The club will pay the $4 driver donation. [Registrar: Seana Kobak, 

seanabk88@gmail.com, or Ray Peale, ray.peale@gmail.com] 

 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness: West (short version). Rating: C***. Pace: 

Moderate [19, 08:00 AM, $14 + $5]. ***Hikers should expect stream wading and numerous stream crossings (up to knee 

deep) with dense riparian brush. Hikers should expect stream wading and numerous stream crossings (up to knee deep) 

with dense riparian brush. Aravaipa Canyon is a beautiful and pristine canyon and a favorite for all who have been there. 

Wear shorts, socks and shoes (that can get wet) with good traction (for wet rocks). Bring dry shoes/shorts/shirt for drive 

home, if desired (and a plastic bag for wet items). Aravaipa Canyon is a wilderness area with no trails, signs, or facilities. 

Hiking stick is recommended. Wilderness permits (fee required) must be reserved in advance and are non-refundable. 

Hikers must sign up two weeks prior to hike. Call the hiking guide for more details. Hike 6-7 miles; trailhead elevation 

2600 feet; net elevation change 200 feet; accumulated gain 368 feet; RTD 110 miles (dirt). [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, 

azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 
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Thursday, November 19, 2020 Brown Mountain. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [124, 08:00 AM, $7]. The Brown 

Mountain Trail is along a ridge in the heart of the Tucson Mountains. It starts at a trailhead on McCain Loop Road, just 

south of Kinney Road east of the Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum. Along this "ridge ramble" are excellent views of the 

mountains, valleys, and desert vegetation. The route has many up and downs. Hike 5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 

(trailheads at either end are 2640 and 2880) feet; net elevation change 424 feet; accumulated gain 943 feet; RTD 73 miles. 

[Guide: Kathryn Madore, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, November 19, 2020 Dripping Springs from the Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW [172, 07:30 

AM, $2 + $2]. From the main trailhead at the east end of Catalina State Park, the hike follows the Sutherland Trail past 

the wilderness sign, and then turns toward Dripping Springs at a Sutherland Trail sign. There are large rocks placed in a 

row on the right (east) side of the Sutherland Trail. Much of the trail is sandy and there may be several water crossings. 

After entering the wilderness area, the trail is somewhat rocky. An old abandoned mine is visible to the left of the canyon. 

Keep to the left at a trail junction for lower Romero Canyon, which can be visited later. Hike 4.2 miles; trailhead elevation 

2700 feet; net elevation change 475 feet; accumulated gain 475 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 520-351 -2058, 

kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 

 

Friday, November 20, 2020 Wasson Peak via Sendero Esperanza and Hugh Norris Trails. Rating: B. Pace: 

Moderate [480, 07:00 AM, $9]. The hike begins at Sendero Esperanza Trailhead off Golden Gate Road. The route 

follows the Esperanza Trail (1.8 miles) to the Hugh Norris Trail and on to Wasson Peak (2.2 miles). The climb is gradual, 

and the Hugh Norris section is primarily a ridge trail with spectacular views. The 360-degree views from Wasson Peak 

include Tucson and Santa Catalinas to the east, Green Valley/Santa Ritas to the south, Sells to the west, and Picacho to the 

north. We will lunch on top of the Peak and return the same way. Hike 8.0 miles; trailhead elevation 2960 feet; net 

elevation change 1624 feet; accumulated gain 1776 feet; RTD 73 miles (dirt). [Guide: Dave Corrigan, 

dave@daveandpam.com, 520-820-6110] 

 

Friday, November 20, 2020 Bridal Wreath Falls Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [119, 08:00 AM, $8]. The 

Douglas Spring Trailhead is located at the east end of Speedway Blvd. The hike involves some relatively steep climbing 

up the Douglas Spring Trail for the first 2.5 miles, before turning off on the 0.3 mile spur leading to the falls. We return 

via the Douglas Spring trail for 0.3 miles, and then take the Three Tanks Trail for 1.5 miles to where it joins the Carillo 

Trail. We hike for 0.5 miles and rejoin the Douglas Spring Trail, with considerable elevation, and return to the trailhead. 

Another option is to continue on the Three Tanks Trail to the Garwood Trail that joins the Douglas Spring Trail only 0.3 

mile from the trailhead. The trail is well used and easy to follow but does require some rock scrambling to reach the falls. 

Bring sun protection. Water may be flowing over the falls if there has been sufficient rainfall. Hike 7.8 miles; trailhead 

elevation 2720 feet; net elevation change 1050 feet; accumulated gain 1368 feet; RTD 80 miles. [Guide: Michael Hovan, 

michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Friday, November 20, 2020 History Hike: The Sutherlands. Rating: C-minus. Pace: Moderate [New, 8:00 AM, $0]. 

Individual car caravan to the north gate of Catalina State Park (CSP). See the adobe remains of William H. Sutherland’s 

pioneer home and his nearby well. Then car caravan about 2 miles and hike to the mystery dam on the Cañada del Oro 

and to the nearby 1920s stone reservoir. Explore the remains of the hand-dug well that supplied the reservoir. An oral 

history of the Sutherlands will be provided (note the Sutherland Trail in CSP). Limit 8 hikers. This hike is on or crosses 

Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit 

or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a 

recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. Hike ~ approx. 2 miles; minimal 

elevation gain. Some driving on rough and rutted dirt roads. [Guide: Bob Simpson pinalbj@outlook.com. (520) 818-2610] 

 

Saturday, November 21, 2020 Middle Gate Meander.  Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [New, 08:00 AM, $4]. This is a 

pleasant hike from the Upper Corral parking lot to the Middle Gate using mostly social trails.  The route largely avoids the 

busy 50 Year trail except for a 0.4 mile stretch.  This is a relatively flat hike with great, open views of Samaniego, Pusch, 

and Baby Jesus Ridges.  Hike 4.0 miles; trailhead elevation 3260 feet; net elevation change 160 feet; accumulated gain 

290 feet; RTD 10 miles (dirt).  This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust 

management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that 

Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land 

department. [Guide:  Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 
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Monday, November 23, 2020         Middle Gate/50 Year Trails Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [184, 08:00 AM, 

$4]. This is a dog friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a dog.The hike begins at the Lower Corral and 

is a loop combining the Middle Gate Trail and returning via the 50 Year Trail. After crossing Sutherland wash, the route 

heads east with beautiful views of the Samaniego ridge. It then winds back thru a canyon with nice granite boulder, 

mesquite, ocotillo , and a crested saguaro, in addition to excellent views of SaddleBrooke, Sun City, and the Tortolitas. 

Hike 4.4 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change __ feet; accumulated gain 500 feet; RTD 12 miles 

(dirt). A medium to high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian Trail. 

This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities 

include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not 

public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Ruth 

Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, November 23, 2020 Baby Jesus / Madonna and Child / Petroglyph Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [97, 

08:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins at the Lower Corral and heads to the beginning of the Baby Jesus Trail across the 

Sutherland Wash. Hikers follow the trail on the east side of the Baby Jesus Ridge 4 miles to a rock grouping  that looks in 

profile like the Madonna and Child, (for which the ridge is named) while seeing a “window,” beautiful saguaros, and rock 

formations along the way.  Following a short backtrack, a spur at (N 32 26 55.4 W110 51 24.2) begins a connecting trail 

over a grouping of 1200 year-old petroglyphs. This portion of the trail, about a mile, is unmaintained, requiring moderate 

bushwhacking in places. Views south to the Catalinas are beautiful. A hike back along the Sutherland Wash trail system 

completes the loop. Hike 8.7 miles; trailhead elevation 3234 feet; net elevation change 527 feet; accumulated  gain 1417 

feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust 

management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that 

Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land 

department. [Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 Fifty-Year Trail Area. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [183, 08:00 AM, $2]. The hike 

begins at the Golder Ranch parking. The trail starts by crossing the Fifty-Year Trail and follows social trails toward the 

Sutherland Wash with several interesting sites along the way. The trail then loops back on a ridge that has great views, 

beautiful saguaros, and interesting rock formations. It then moves across the Lower Corral Rd to head on a diagonal 

toward the MiddleGate and returns via a loop. Hike 6.2 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change __ feet; 

accumulated gain 334 feet; RTD 10 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land 

Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust 

land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained 

through the state land department. [Guide: Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, November 26, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Dove Mountain. Rating: C***. Pace: Moderate [457, 08:00 

AM, $4]. ***This hike is a rough, steep, and scratchy bushwhack making long pants and sleeves, gloves and hiking sticks 

desirable. The mostly bushwhack hike begins at the cattle guard/windmill on the Rail-X Road and ascends to the top of 

4661-foot Dove Mountain. From there we make our way along an up-and-down ridge line north, which provides views of 

Ruelas, Cochie, and Wild Burro Canyons, and eventually reach a path and jeep road which returns to the trailhead. Views 

are outstanding and feral horses might be sighted. Hike 4.7 miles; trailhead elevation 3600 feet; net elevation change 1061 

feet; accumulated gain 1240 feet; RTD 20 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona 

Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of 

Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be 

obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Saturday, November 28, 2020 Upper 50 Year Trail at sunset and moonrise. Rating: C***.  Pace: Moderate [New, 

3:00 PM, $4]. ***The special condition designation is due to the decreased visibility after dark. The hike takes place on 

the evening of the full moon, leaving at dusk and arriving at the destination in time to observe sunset, and to watch the 

lights turn on in Oro Valley, Marana, and Tucson. The return will be by the light of the moon with supplemental red 

headlamps if needed. From the Lower Corral we proceed down the 50 Year Trail, to the Middle Gate Trail.  After a short 

distance we enter a secluded canyon with centenarian saguaros and striking granite formations.  We then take the upper 50 

Year trail along a ridgeline, past a crested saguaro to the lookout where we will have a candle light dinner.  The return is 
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via the same route.  Hike 5.4 miles; trailhead elevation 3240 feet; net elevation change 343 feet; accumulated gain 600 

feet; RTD 12 miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Sunday, November 29, 2020        Canyon Loop and Birding Trail. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [135, 10:00 AM, $2 + 

$2]. This is a dog Friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a pet. From the main trailhead in Catalina 

State Park, hikers will start up the Romero Trail in Catalina State Park; follow the Canyon Loop Trail, and then come 

back on the Sutherland Trail. This area is a great example of the Sonoran Desert and its riparian areas. Following this 

portion of the hike, we will hike the Birding Trail. Depending upon the season, some water crossings are possible. Hike 

4.1 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 433 feet; accumulated gain 499 feet; RTD 24 miles. 

[Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, November 30, 2020 NEW Middle Gate/50 Year/Hidden Cyn. Loop #1.  Rating B.  Pace:  Moderate [08:00 

AM, $4].  From the Upper Corral area we hike to the Middle Gate and then take the Middle Gate trail east to join the 50 

Yr. North Loop at the Sutherland Wash.  We climb northeast on the N. 50 Yr. Trail, passing an iconic crested saguaro.  At 

the top of the N. 50 Yr. Loop we take the Hidden Canyon trail north, going clockwise around Hidden Canyon Peak.  We 

will have lunch on rock slabs with a magnificent view.  We then head down the Hidden Canyon Trail to a spur trail which 

takes us west to join the Middle Gate Trail.  We will take that trail back through the Middle Gate and return to the Upper 

Corral.  Hike 9.0 miles; trailhead elevation 3260 feet; net elevation change 676 feet; accumulated gain 1274 feet; RTD 10 

miles (dirt).  This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management 

responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is 

private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. 

[Guide: Frank Earnest,    fearnestiv@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, November 30, 2020 Picnic Rock/Double Crested/Dome Loop. Rating: C*** Pace: Moderate [8:00 AM, 

$0].  ***The special condition is that there are several sections that are steeper than on an average park constructed trail. 

This hike uses the newly constructed Picnic Rock Beeline Trail.  It departs from the south end of Arroyo Way in Unit 21.  

After crossing the Canada del Oro Wash, it shares the first 0.5 mile with the Double Crested/Dome Trail across a gentle 

mesa with prairie grass and mesquite trees.  It then climbs up a ridgeline, crossing Charouleau Gap Road, to a prominent 

overlook above the Dodge Tank gorge.  It is an area where five arroyos join to form the main channel, with steep rock 

walls descending into the wash below.  Returning on the same route (Picnic Rock Beeline Trail) produces a 4.0-mile hike, 

with a 600 ft elevation gain.  However, we will extend the hike approximately 0.5 miles by returning for a short distance 

on Charouleau Gap Road, and then the Double Crested/Dome Trail. Along the entire way are great views of 

SaddleBrooke, Catalina, and the Samaniego Ridge. Hike 4.5 miles; trailhead  elevation 3200 feet; elevation change 750 

feet;  accumulated gain 800 feet; RTD 0 miles.[Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Tuesday, December 01, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Wild Mustang/Alamo Springs Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate 

[454, 07:00 AM, $4]. This hike travels the outer rim of the Tortolitas. From the Wild Burro hiker parking lot, we shall 

traverse community walkways to the Upper Javalina Trail to the Wild Mustang Trail. This trail we shall follow in its 

entirety. We then make a short connection on the Wild Burro Trail, passing Alamo Spring/Lunch Overlook where we 

make our appropriately named lunch stop. Then we continue on the Alamo Springs Trail, which we also follow in its 

entirety. We finish up by returning on the Wild Burro Trail back to our trailhead parking. This hike offers remote hiking 

with great views of the Tortolita Mountains and passes several crested saguaros. Hike 11 miles; trailhead elevation 2815 

feet; net elevation change 1410 feet; accumulated gain 2750 feet; RTD 46 miles. [Guide: Aaron Schoenberg; 

askus3@centurylink.net] 

 

Thursday, December 03, 2020 Picacho Peak via Sunset Vista Trail (short version). Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [332, 

08:00 AM, $9 + $2]. From the Sunset Vista Trailhead we follow the trail to the point on the foot of the Peak that starts the 

steep climb to Picacho Peak (entrance fee required). The return is via the same route. The southerly views from the 

turning point are excellent. Park entrance fee required. Hike 4.2 miles; trailhead elevation 1850 feet; net elevation change 

751 feet; accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 90 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, December 04, 2020 Middle Tank/Baby Jesus Trails Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [167, 08:00 AM, $4]. 

The hike begins at Lower Corral then follows Middle Gate trail to Grand Junction. From there it follows the Deer Camp 

Trail for 0.16 miles to the Middle Tank Trail on the right. Follow the trail south until it ends at the Baby Jesus Trail; turn 
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north which leads back to the trailhead. The area has little traffic and is a delight to the senses. Hike 6.2 miles; trailhead 

elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 650 feet; accumulated gain 1126 feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). A medium to high 

clearance vehicle is required for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian Trail. This hike is on or crosses 

Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit 

or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a 

recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Tim Butler, 

tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Saturday, December 05, 2020 Extended Fitness Walk. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [179, 07:00 AM, $0]. As the name 

implies this an extended version of the weekday fitness walks. They will last 2 hours and travel approximately 6 miles 

over a variety of terrain including paved streets, golf course paths, and wilderness areas. They will start and finish in the 

same location as the weekday walks in the SaddleBrooke One parking lot.  The longer duration will allow exploration of 

new and more distant areas, including The Preserve. The accumulated gain will vary from 600-1200 feet. Optional 

breakfast at the Road Runner Grill.  [Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, December 07, 2020 Hidden Canyon Peak. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [220, 08:00 AM, $4]. This is a 

beautiful hike to a secluded hidden canyon in the upper reaches of the Sutherland Wash. There are many beautiful rock 

formations and saguaro cacti along the way. The hike begins at the Lower Corral then follows Middle Gate trail to Grand 

Junction. From there it goes east for 0.04 miles to the Hidden Canyon trail on the left. It follows the Hidden Canyon trail 

to a rock ledge with a great view down the valley. The ledge is a great place for lunch. We will bushwhack from the ledge 

to the top of Hidden Canyon Peak and return via the same route. Hike 8.2 miles.  Alternatively, after returning to the 

ledge, we can continue on the Hidden Canyon Trail to the "North Gate" and return to Lower Corral via the Fifty-Year 

Trail. Hike 8.6 miles. Trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 1042 feet; accumulated gain 1320 feet; RTD 12 

miles (dirt).  A medium to high clearance vehicle is required for driving on the Forest Service road beyond N. Equestrian 

Trail. This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management 

responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is 

private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. 

[Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

  

Monday, December 07, 2020 Sutherland Wash Petroglyphs loop from Golder Ranch. Rating: C***. Pace: 

Moderate [186, 08:00 AM, $2]. This hike begins at Golder Ranch. It takes us on a grand circle tour of four 

concentrations of ancient petroglyphs located west of Baby Jesus Ridge near the Sutherland Wash. The Sutherland Wash 

Rock Art District is a special place right in our backyard and is on the National Historic Register. Hohokam petroglyphs 

dating from 900 AD to 1300 AD number in the thousands on the western slope of the Santa Catalina Mountains.  Along 

our hike we will see beautiful saguaros, seasonal wildflowers, and beautiful vistas of Pusch Ridge. ***The hike involves a 

few short, steep, rocky sections of trail, some rock scrambling, and a short section of mild bushwhacking. There are also 

two crossings of a wash which may involve some easy rock-hopping depending on the season. Bring a lunch or snack to 

enjoy while we rest in the shade of some giant boulders at one of the petroglyph locations.  Hike 6.0 miles; trailhead 

elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 250 feet; accumulated gain 500 feet; RTD 12 miles. This hike is on or crosses 

Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit 

or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a 

recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. Starting the hike from this parking 

location avoids the need for high clearance vehicles. [Guide: Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, December 08, 2020 OSP Granite Overlook. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [309, 08:00 AM, $4 + $2]. This 1.8-

mile loop begins at the 1st parking lot in Oracle State Park and winds uphill in and around beautiful boulders, desert 

grassland, oak trees, and manzanita stands. The hike offers great views of the former Kannally Ranch which originally 

extended all the way to the San Pedro River. The trail was constructed by volunteers from The SaddleBrooke Hiking 

Club. The hike may be done in either direction, but the counterclockwise direction has a much more gradual climb. Also, 

this is an easy trail to link with several other trails if you’re looking for a longer hike within the park. Hike 2 miles; 

trailhead elevation 4500 feet; net elevation change 400 feet; accumulated gain 475 feet; RTD 40 miles. [Guide: Janet Frost 

262-385-2478, janetlynnfrost@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, December 08, 2020 Superstitions: Dutchman Trail / Bluff Springs Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [402, 

07:00 AM, $20]. The hike starts at the Peralta Trailhead off Hwy # 60 in the Superstitions and follows the Dutchman 
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Trail through Barkley Basin. From the basin, the trail climbs past Miners Needle (smaller sister of Weavers Needle) to 

Miners Summit, then descends along the Bluff Springs Trail to Bluff Spring (has seasonal water). There are netleaf 

hackberry and oak shade trees along the way. Hikers then continue back to the trailhead with superb views of Weavers 

Needle. Hike 9.6 miles; trailhead elevation 2415 feet; net elevation change 883 feet; accumulated gain 1660 feet; RTD 

154 miles (dirt). [Guide: Dave Corrigan, dave@daveandpam.com, 520-820-6110] 

 

Wednesday, December 09, 2020 Dripping Springs from the Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [172, 

09:00 AM, $2 + $2]. From the main trailhead at the east end of Catalina State Park, the hike follows the Sutherland Trail 

past the wilderness sign, and then turns toward Dripping Springs at a Sutherland Trail sign. There are large rocks placed 

in a row on the right (east) side of the Sutherland Trail. Much of the trail is sandy and there may be several water 

crossings. After entering the wilderness area, the trail is somewhat rocky. An old abandoned mine is visible to the left of 

the canyon. Keep to the left at a trail junction for lower Romero Canyon, which can be visited later. Hike 4.2 miles; 

trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 475 feet; accumulated gain 475 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Walt 

Shields, waltshields@mac.com, 520-404-8998.] 

 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 Superstitions: Boulder Canyon Trail. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [398, 08:00 AM, 

$19]. The hike begins at a trailhead across the road from Canyon Lake parking lot. Hikers climb up Boulder Canyon Trail 

to a high point and return the same way. The trail takes hikers high enough to provide tremendous views of the mysterious 

Superstition Mountains. Your camera is a must on this hike. Hikers also get a great view of Canyon Lake. Bring 2 quarts 

of water and lunch. Hike 4.5 miles; trailhead elevation 1700 feet; net elevation change 600 feet; accumulated gain 1010 

feet; RTD 190 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

RESCHEDULED FOR DEC. 28TH 

Thursday, December 10, 2020 Big Wash Ramble. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [180, 08:00 AM, $2]. The Big Wash 

parking lot is in Rancho Vistoso. Hikers will hike along mountain bike paths north from the lot through a desert 

environment surrounded by many trees, shrubs, and a large variety of cholla (dogs need to be careful).  The hike will 

extend onto the biking trails about 3 miles in before returning to the trailhead.  This is a dog-friendly hike. Participants 

without dogs are welcome. Participant quota is 6. Hike: 6 miles.  Elevation gain: 300 feet. RTD 20 miles. [Guide: Aaron 

Schoenberg; askus3@centurylink.net] 

 

Friday, December 11, 2020 Ironwood Picnic Area. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW -Moderate [231, 08:00 AM, $7]. The 

hike starts just west of Gates Pass. It follows the Golden Gate Trail, then the Prospector's Trail. After a short climb (150 

feet) to a pass, the trail drops to the tree-shaded Ironwood Picnic area. After lunch, hikers follow the gradually ascending 

(almost level) Ironwood Trail back to the starting point. Hike 6 miles; trailhead elevation 2900 feet; net elevation change 

500 feet; accumulated gain __ feet; RTD 73 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 520-351 -2058, kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 

 

Friday, December 11, 2020 B Jeb Peak via Wild Burro/Wild Mustang Loop. Rating: B.  Pace: Moderate [New, 

07:00 AM, $4]. Starting at the Wild Burro Trailhead the hike proceeds past the Ritz Carlton, up the Wild Burro Trail to 

the junction with the Wild Mustang Trail.  We then continue into the higher elevations of the Tortillitas, on the Wild 

Mustang Trail, until we turn onto an unmaintained spur that climbs to Jeb Peak.  The loop back to the trailhead is 

completed via the Wild Mustang Trail and Hotel Spur.  The route is filled with large boulders and magnificent saguaro 

forests, including three crested saguaros.  Jeb Peak is the 3rd highest point in the Tortillitas with spectacular 360 degree 

views of Tucson, Catalina, and Marana.  Hike 9 miles; trailhead elevation 2859 feet;  accumulated gain 1800 feet; RTD 44 

miles.  [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net.] 

 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 The Big Wash, Sausalito & Honey Bee Canyons. Rating: B. Pace: Fast [New, 07:00 

AM, $2]. These are nice, nearby canyons with an extention to include the Big Wash mountain bike trail system. The loop 

is completed utilizing a 2 mile walk along the sidewalk along Rancho Vistoso Blvd. to eliminate a car shuttle which is 

prohibited due to the pandemic. Our lunch stop is at a windmill and concrete dam before entering Sausalito Canyon. Bring 

water, lunch, snack, camera (optional), and sun protection. Hike 13.6 miles; trailhead elevation 2800 feet; net elevation 

change is 475'; accumulated gain is 750'; RTD 20 miles. Hike participant quota: 6. [Guide: Aaron Schoenberg; 

askus3@centurylink.net] 

 

Monday, December 14, 2020 Middle Gate/50 Year/Hidden Cyn. Loop #3.  Rating B.  Pace:  Moderate [New, 08:00 

AM, $4].  From the Upper Corral area we hike to the Middle Gate and then take the Middle Gate trail east to join the 
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North 50 Yr. Loop at the Sutherland Wash.  We climb northeast on the N. 50 Yr. Trail, passing an iconic crested saguaro.  

Near the top of the N. 50 Yr. Loop we will take the Cowboy Slickrock spur trail northeast to join the Hidden Canyon 

Trail.  We will have lunch on rock slabs with a magnificent view.  We then continue north on the Hidden Canyon Trail 

going around Hidden Canyon Peak in a counterclockwise direction until we rejoin the N. 50 Yr. Trail.  We then take the 

west side of the N. 50 Yr. Loop back to the Middle Gate and then back to the Upper Corral.  Hike 8.3 miles; trailhead 

elevation 3260 feet; net elevation change 687 feet; accumulated gain 1209 feet; RTD 10 miles (dirt).  This hike is on or 

crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a 

permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a 

recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide:  Frank Earnest,  

fearnestiv@gmail.com] 

 

 

Monday, December 14, 2020 Tortolita Mountains: Jeffords Peak. Rating: C***. Pace: Moderate [515, 08:00 AM, 

$4]. ***Climbing the peak is a relatively easy bushwhack along a ridgeline on its eastern side. The tallest point in the 

Tortilitas was named after Tom Jeffords, an army liaison to the Apache Chief Cochise. Since there is no trail or easy 

access, most aficionados of the Tortolita Range have never been to the tallest peak.  A high clearance, 4 wheel drive 

vehicle and good GPS, is required to reach the preferred starting point, off the Rail X Ranch road (E Edwin Rd). The 

climb is through mostly open range and grassland, with occasional cactus and Mesquite trees to negotiate.  In season, the 

summit is covered with dozens of butterflies. There are excellent 360 degree views of the marble quarry, Saddlebrooke, 

Picacho Peak, and Newman Peak. Return is via the same route. Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3600 feet; accumulated 

gain 1066 feet; RTD 25 miles [Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, December 14, 2020 Fifty-Year Trail Area. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [183, 08:00 AM, $4]. The hike 

begins at the Golder Ranch. The trail starts on the Fifty-Year Trail and follows social trails toward the Sutherland Wash. 

The trail then loops back on a ridge that has great views, beautiful saguaros, and interesting rock formations. Hike 3.8 

miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change __ feet; accumulated gain 234 feet; RTD 10 miles (dirt). This 

hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities 

include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not 

public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Tim 

Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 Baby Jesus / Madonna and Child / Petroglyph Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [97, 

08:00 AM, $4]. The hike begins at the Lower Corral and heads to the beginning of the Baby Jesus Trail across the 

Sutherland Wash. Hikers folllow the trail on the east side of the Baby Jesus Ridge 4 miles. Beautiful saguaros, and rock 

formations along the way.  Following a short backtrack, a spur at (N 32 26 55.4 W110 51 24.2) begins a connecting trail 

over a grouping of 1200 year-old petroglyphs. This portion of the trail, about a mile, is unmaintained, requiring moderate 

bushwacking in places. Views south to the Catalinas are beautiful. A hike back along the Sutherland Wash trail system 

completes the loop. Hike 8.7 miles; trailhead elevation 3234 feet; net elevation change 527 feet; accumulated  gain 1417 

feet; RTD 12 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust 

management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that 

Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land 

department. [Guide: Dave Corrigan, dave@daveandpam.com, 520-820-6110] 

 

Tuesday, December 15, 2020 Alamo Canyon Up/Back or Loop. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [6, 09:00 AM, $2 + $2]. 

The hike begins at the Romero Ruins Trailhead in Catalina State Park. This hike can be done on north side trail in-out or 

as a loop around Alamo Canyon going up one side and returning down the other (clockwise or counter-clockwise).  Other 

than one short area by the wash, the elevation change is generally gradual. The south-side trail traverses several rocky 

washes. This is a lovely hike up to Alamo Canyon Falls and return. There is a very scenic large flat-rock area above the 

falls. Water may be present in the canyon after rainy periods, but there are no significant water crossings. Hikers may stop 

by the Romero Ruins and take the informative loop trail from there. Hike 3.5 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net 

elevation change 360 feet; accumulated gain 429 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Walt Shields, waltshields@mac.com, 520-

404-8998.] 

 

Wednesday, December 16, 2020 Anza Trail / Tubac to Tumacacori. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [14, 08:00 AM, 

$14]. The hike begins at the Tubac Presidio State Historical Park and ends at Tumacacori National Monument. More 
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information about the Anza Trail is available at www.anzatrail.com and www.solideas.com/DeAnsa/trailguide. Hikers 

will cross rivers, but there are wooden bridges (no handrails) so we shouldn't get our feet wet. Sturdy walking shoes are 

fine (hiking shoes not required). Golden Age Pass is needed for entrance to Tumacacori Historic Park. Shopping will be 

after lunch, if your driver is willing. Hike 4.5 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 feet; net elevation change 100 - 200 feet; 

accumulated gain is minimal; RTD 144 miles. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 Tiger Mine to Kannelly Homestead Oracle State Park. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate 

[NEW, 09:00 AM, $4.00]. Hike begins after we park at the Old Tiger Road Mine Road and pass thru a fence signed with 

an AZT marker. We will follow this trail that is often use by hikers going to the Arizona Trail through Oracle State Park. 

This single-track route features rolling terrain with impressive views in all directions. The beauty of the hilly remote 

grasslands, oaks and granite boulders are crossed with small stream beds. This is a birders paradise so bring your 

binoculars and camera. The views and land are stunning. We will hike to the Wildlife Corridor Bench to a view of the 

Kannally Homestead where we will enjoy an early lunch before returning along the same trail. Hike 5 miles, trailhead 

elevation 4840 ft; net elevation change 50 ft; accumulated gain__, RTD 41 miles. [Guide: Kathryn Madore, 

kathryn.madore@gmail.com] 

 

Friday, December 18, 2020        OSP Mariposa/Granite Overlook. Rating: C Pace: Moderate [309, 8:00 AM, $3 + 

$2]. This is a dog friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a dog.  The hike begins at the American Ave 

Trailhead.  We proceed through rolling, desert grasslands, then uphill through boulders, oak trees, and manzanita stands to 

the highest point in the park.  The hike offers great views of the former Kannally Ranch which originally extended all the 

way to the San Pedro River.  Hike 4.2 miles; trailhead elevation 4250, net elevation change 400 feet, accumulated gain 

560 feet; RTD 40 miles. [Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, December 21, 2020 Middle Gate/50 Year/Hidden Cyn. Loop #1.  Rating B.  Pace:  Moderate [New, 08:00 

AM, $4].  From the Upper Corral area we hike to the Middle Gate and then take the Middle Gate trail east to join the 50 

Yr. North Loop at the Sutherland Wash.  We climb northeast on the N. 50 Yr. Trail, passing an iconic crested saguaro.  At 

the top of the N. 50 Yr. Loop we take the Hidden Canyon trail north, going clockwise around Hidden Canyon Peak.  We 

will have lunch on rock slabs with a magnificent view.  We then head down the Hidden Canyon Trail to a spur trail which 

takes us west to join the Middle Gate Trail.  We will take that trail back through the Middle Gate and return to the Upper 

Corral.  Hike 9.0 miles; trailhead elevation 3260 feet; net elevation change 676 feet; accumulated gain 1274 feet; RTD 10 

miles (dirt).  This hike is on or crosses Arizona State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management 

responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is 

private (not public) and requires a recreation permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. 

[Guide:  Tim Butler, tucsontimmer@gmail.com] 

 

Monday, December 21, 2020 OSP Arizona Trail/Windmill Loop. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [512, 08:00 AM, $3]. From 

the Arizona Trail parking lot at #77 and Tiger Mine Road, we follow the Arizona Trail 1 mile south to the Windmill 

Loop. The Windmill loop follows a 2 mile scenic ridgeline (with abundant wildflowers & mariposa lilies in the spring) to 

Kannally Wash. We follow the wash 1 mile west to the Windmill. From the Windmill we hike the Arizona Trail 2.7 miles 

north to the parking lot at #77. Hike 6.8 miles; trailhead elevation: 3741 feet; 1214 ascent; 1145 descent; 524 elevation 

change. RTD 32miles [Guide: Dave Corrigan, 820-6110, dave@daveandpam.com] 

 

Saturday, December 26, 2020        Fifty-Year Trail Area Dog Hike. Rating: D. Pace: Moderate [183, 09:00 AM, $4]. 

This is a dog friendly hike. All members are welcome with or without a dog. The hike begins at the Golder Ranch. The 

trail starts on the Fifty-Year Trail and follows social trails toward the Sutherland Wash. The trail then loops back on a 

ridge that has great views, beautiful saguaros, and interesting rock formations. Hike 3.8 miles; trailhead elevation 3200 

feet; net elevation change __ feet; accumulated gain 234 feet; RTD 10 miles (dirt). This hike is on or crosses Arizona 

State Trust Land: "The Arizona Land Department's trust management responsibilities include requiring a permit or lease 

and charging a fee for use of Trust land.” Please note that Trust Land is private (not public) and requires a recreation 

permit for hiking which can be obtained through the state land department. [Guide: Ruth Caldwell, 

azcaldwell3@gmail.com] 

 

Sunday, December 27, 2020        Extended Fitness Walk. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [179, 07:00 AM, $0]. This is a 

dog friendly hike.  All members are welcome with or without a pet. As the name implies this an extended version of the 
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weekday fitness walks. They will last 2 hours and travel approximately 6 miles over a variety of terrain including paved 

streets, golf course paths, and wilderness areas. They will start and finish in the same location as the weekday walks in the 

SaddleBrooke One parking lot.  The longer duration will allow exploration of new and more distant areas, including The 

Preserve. The accumulated gain will vary from 600-1200 feet. Optional breakfast at the Road Runner Grill.  [Guide: 

Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Monday, December 28, 2020 Blackett’s Ridge. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [108, 08:00 AM, $6]. The hike begins at 

the Sabino Canyon Visitor Center, and follows relatively level, well-used trails east to the Phone Line Trailhead. After 0.4 

miles along the Phone Line Trail, the Blackett’s Ridge Trail branches right and continues up the ridge between Sabino and 

Bear Canyons. There are spectacular views of Tucson and the canyons to either side of the trail. The ridge part of the trail 

has several steep switchbacks mixed in with some level areas. There are three false summits before reaching the end of the 

trail, a point where it is not possible to continue because the terrain drops precipitously. Hike 6 miles; trailhead elevation 

2720 feet; net elevation change 1668 feet; accumulated gain 1733 feet; RTD 56 miles. [Guide: Frank Earnest  

fearnestiv@gmail.com] 

 

RESCHEDULED FROM DEC. 10TH 

Thursday, December 28, 2020 Big Wash Ramble. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [180, 08:00 AM, $2]. The Big Wash 

parking lot is in Rancho Vistoso. Hikers will hike along mountain bike paths north from the lot through a desert 

environment surrounded by many trees, shrubs, and a large variety of cholla (dogs need to be careful).  The hike will 

extend onto the biking trails about 3 miles in before returning to the trailhead.  This is a dog-friendly hike. Participants 

without dogs are welcome. Participant quota is 6. Hike: 6 miles.  Elevation gain: 300 feet. RTD 20 miles. [Guide: Aaron 

Schoenberg; askus3@centurylink.net] 

 

Tuesday, December 29, 2020 Buster Spring / Buster Mountain. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [127, 08:00 AM, $2 + 

$2]. The hike involves a moderately difficult bushwhack for the adventurous fit hiker. The hike starts at the Alamo 

Canyon Trailhead shortly turning off to the left on a diminishing trail in Catalina State Park. Hikers proceed to Buster 

Spring (el. 4150 feet), which was rebuilt by the U.S. Forest Service in 1994 and is a reliable source of water year-round. 

From the spring, hikers will climb to the summit of Buster Mountain (el. 4595 feet). The Buster Mountain summit offers 

magnificent views of upper Alamo Canyon and the tremendous cliffs and outcroppings there and around Table Mountain. 

Hike 6.4 miles; trailhead elevation 2700 feet; net elevation change 1895 feet; accumulated gain 2369 feet; RTD 24 miles.  

[Guide: Michael Hovan, michaelhovan@ameritech.net] 

 

Thursday, December 31, 2020 Dripping Springs from the Sutherland Trail. Rating: C. Pace: SLOW [172, 07:30 

AM, $2 + $2]. From the main trailhead at the east end of Catalina State Park, the hike follows the Sutherland Trail past 

the wilderness sign, and then turns toward Dripping Springs at a Sutherland Trail sign. There are large rocks placed in a 

row on the right (east) side of the Sutherland Trail. Much of the trail is sandy and there may be several water crossings. 

After entering the wilderness area, the trail is somewhat rocky. An old abandoned mine is visible to the left of the canyon. 

Keep to the left at a trail junction for lower Romero Canyon, which can be visited later. Hike 4.2 miles; trailhead elevation 

2700 feet; net elevation change 475 feet; accumulated gain 475 feet; RTD 24 miles. [Guide: Karen Gray, 520-351 -2058, 

kgrayinaz@yahoo.com.] 
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