
 
SaddleBrooke Hiking Club 
Willcox Trip March 24-25, 2022 
 

Willcox Wineries and Chiricahua Hike 
This is a very enjoyable overnight trip, a trip originally conceived and organized by Phil McNamee, that 
combines tours of interesting wineries in Willcox, with hikes in the gorgeous Chiricahua National 
Monument.  The dates for the overnight trip are March 24-25, 2022.  Willcox grew up as a stop on the 
route of the Southern Pacific Railroad. It is the birth place of Rex Allen, a famous Arizona cowboy 
singer/songwriter, and more recently has become a unique winegrowing region in Arizona. 
 
This trip will be limited to the first 28 people who register.  We will accept names for a waiting list as well. 
 
The group will depart SaddleBrooke on Thursday morning, March 24th at 9:30 am for a two-hour drive to 
the town of Willcox.  We will check into our lodging at the Sunset Inn. We have initially reserved a block 
of twenty rooms.  We will have lunch on our own at several local restaurants. Our wine tour will include 
two wineries south of town, including the Zarpara Winery ($8 tasting of five wines) and the Pillsbury 
Winery ($20 tasting twelve wines). We will then return to town and stop at the Keeling-Schaefer Tasting 
Room ($8 tasting four wines).  The group will then meet at La Unica Mexican Restaurant for a group 
dinner (order and pay individually). 
 
The next morning, after breakfast, the group will carpool and depart at 7:30 am for a one-hour drive to 
the Echo Canyon Trailhead, Chiricahua National Monument. 
 
Two Chiricahua hikes will be offered on Friday, March 25th: 

• Chiricahua Heart of Rocks Loop. Rating: B. Pace: Moderate [156, 08:00 AM]. This loop trail visits 
the most spectacular rock formations in Chiricahua National Monument, and includes the scenic 
Echo Canyon Trail. The Heart of the Rocks Loop has spectacular rock formations. Hikers can add 
a short 1.2-mile round trip to Inspiration Point as well with incredible views to the west of hoodoos 
reminiscent of Bryce Canyon. Hike 8.4 miles (or 9.6 including Inspiration Point); trailhead 
elevation 6780 feet; net elevation change 1082 feet; accumulated gain 1958 feet. [Guide: Frank 
Earnest] 

• Chiricahua Echo Canyon to Visitor Center. Rating: C. Pace: Moderate [155, 08:00 AM]. Hikers 
take a shuttle from the Chiricahua National Monument Visitor Center to the Echo Canyon Trail 
head. Echo Canyon contains remarkable pillar and grotto rock formations for which the 
Chiricahua Mountains are known. Once through Echo Canyon, we pick up the Rhyolite Canyon 
Trail back to the Visitor Center. The hike is nearly all downhill. Bring lunch and at least two quarts 
of water. Hike 4.5 miles; trailhead elevation 6780 feet; net elevation change minus 1380 feet; 
accumulated gain __ feet. [Guide: Bruce Landeck] 

 
We are anticipating that the B hike will take about six hours, and the C hike about 4 hours to complete.  
After the hikes, we will return to Sunset Inn to pick up cars and luggage, and depart for SaddleBrooke. 
 
Steps to Register for the trip: 

1) Send an email to me at fearnestiv@gmail.com that includes the following information: 
a. Names for each person going on the trip, and your email address. 
b. For each person above, let me know if you are hiking and which hike you prefer (B or C). 

2) I will check your hiker history in the SBHC database, and send you a return email indicating if you 
can be added to the list for the trip, or if you will be placed on a waiting list. I will contact you if you 
are not in the hiker history database. 

a. If you receive an email from me indicating you are on the list for the trip, call the Sunset 
Inn at 520-766-3400 and make a reservation for a room ($79 plus tax). Tell them you are 
with the SaddleBrooke Hiking Club to be included in the block of rooms we have reserved. 

b. If you are on the waiting list, I’ll contact you to put you on the list for the trip as soon as I 
receive cancellations. 
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