
SaddleBrooke Hiking Club 
Borrego Springs Hiking Trip

January 30 – February 3, 2023

Mark your calendars now.  The SaddleBrooke Hiking Club has put together 3 days of hiking in Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park.  The trip promises a wide cross-section of hiking experiences at all levels of
difficulty. The current plan is for club members to drive to the town of Borrego Springs on Monday, 
January 30th,  3 days of hikes Tuesday-Thursday and return to Saddlebrooke on Friday, February 3rd. 
Club members must make their own transportation, food, and lodging arrangements, and can 
participate in one, two, or three, days of hiking as they choose. It is not necessary that individuals stay 
for the entire stay or arrive on the 1st day. 
 
The town of Borrego Springs is located 30 miles west of the Salton Sea in eastern San Diego County.  
It is completely surrounded by Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, one of the largest state parks in the 
country.  Most of our hikes will be in the state park.  The town is a community of about 3000 
permanent residents with the population doubling in the winter.  

Our hiking will be similar to the hiking in Death Valley that the club had in January 2020.  We will 
have desert hikes, mountain hikes, nature hikes, and canyon hikes, including slot canyons. 

Randy Park at rparktucson@gmail.com is the trip leader and organizer.  Arlene Daigle  is his assistant
for this trip.  To confirm your participation please email Arlene at daiglearlene1@gmail.com.  You will 
need to provide her with your name, email address, mobile phone number, and the same information 
for your traveling companion if applicable. Once you have secured lodging, provide this information as
well.  If you later choose to cancel, let her know also.

Club Membership Required of all Saddlebrooke residents that plan to hike, including spouses.

Schedule:
Monday, January 30: Drive to Borrego Springs
Tue-Thur, Jan 31 – Feb 2: Hikes
Friday, Feb 3: Drive home

Driving to Borrego Springs:

It is approximately 365 miles from SaddleBrooke to Borrego Springs and should take about 6 to 6.5 
hours to drive.  In general, the driving directions are:  Drive west on I-8 past Yuma until 10 miles east 
of El Centro, California.  Turn north on California Highway 111 (exit 118B).  Follow this highway 
north.  After 17 miles, California Highway 78 will merge onto highway 111.  Follow highway 78 about 
24 miles through the town of Westmorland to the Border Patrol station.  At this point highway 78 turns 
left, while highway 86 continues straight. Stay on 78 (turn left).  Drive 23 miles to Borrego Springs 
Road.  Turn right and drive 11 miles to Christmas Circle.  You are at the center point of Borrego 
Springs.  Most navigation systems should be able to lead you there as will old paper maps.

Climate: 

At an elevation of 600 feet, Borrego Springs is in one of the driest and sunniest areas of the country, 
averaging about 6 inches of rain a year.  Average low and high temperatures around February 1st are 44 
and 70 degrees.
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Lodging:

There are a variety of lodging choices in Borrego Springs, including hotels, private residences, RV 
Parks, and tenting campgrounds.  We will be staying there at high season, but not the most expensive 
week in high season.  

Here is a sample of lodging available in descending price. 

---Hotels---
La Casa del Zorro Resort and Spa 760-767-0100
Borrego Springs Resort and Spa 760-767-5700
Borrego Valley Inn 760-767-0311
Palm Canyon Hotel and RV Resort 760-767-5341
Standlunds Inn and Suites 760-767-5501
The Palms at Indian Head 760-767-7788
Oasis Inn 760-767-5409
Borrego Springs Motel 760-767-4339

---RV Parks and Campgrounds---
The Springs at Borrego RV Resort 760-767-0004
Borrego Holiday Home Park 760-767-3285
Palm Canyon Hotel and RV Resort 760-767-5341
Borrego Palm Canyon Campground in Anza-Borrego Desert SP,  RV sites and Tenting sites

760-767-4238
Note:  To reserve a camping site at the Borrego Palm Cnayon, you should make your reservation no 
sooner than July 30 for a January 30 arrival.  www.ReserveCalifornia.com

---Other---
A variety of private homes are available for rent through VRBO, AirBnB, Flipkey, etc.
Dispersed Camping at Pegleg Smith Memorial

Entrance Fee:

Some of the trail heads in the state park will have an entrance fee requirement.  The Fee is $10 or $8 
for seniors.  The fee is for a carload, not per person.  Generally, if there is any kind of facility at the 
parking lot, like a pit toilet, there will be a fee.  The fee is good for the entire park.

Food/Groceries:

There are several restaurants in town including some at hotels.
Two small grocery stores are in the downtown area.

Hikes:

Hikes at each level of difficulty will be offered each day.  A list of the hikes will be provided 2 months 
before the trip.  Please contact the hike leader to sign-up for the hikes. All driving directions for hikes 
will start from Christmas Circle and the center of town.  Near the circle is a large gravel parking lot.

Group Dinner on the trip

We hope to have a group dinner at a local restaurant for anyone interested. This depends on our ability 
to get a reservation for a large number of people. Information will be available at a later date.

http://www.reservecalifornia.com/


Other things to do in the area:
 Visit the mountain tourist town of Julian (30 miles & 45 minutes) and have a slice of pie.
 Driving tour of the several dozen local metal sculptures placed around the town
 Extend your trip to San Diego, 2 hour away.
 Extend your trip to Palm Springs, 90 minutes away.
 Extend your trip to Temecula, 90 minutes away, for winery tours and wine tasting.
 Play some golf at the 4 nearby golf courses.
 Rent an off-road 4x4 in nearby Ocotillo Wells and play in the special off-road vehicle area.
 Bushwhack a route into nearby Flat Cat Canyon.
 Hike some more on the Pacific Crest Trail, only 18 miles away.
 Visit the Salton Sea.
 Do one of the hikes you had to skip.
 With your 4x4 vehicle, visit some of the Borrego Badlands viewpoints.


